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INTRODUCTION. 



IT was an agreeable announcement to bibliographers 
that was made in the Times of the 14th of April, 
1890, that the British Museum had acquired for its library 
an unique Caxton, namely, the "Sex quam elegantis- 
simas Epistola?" that passed between Pope Sixtus IV. and 
the Venetian Republic, with reference to the Duchy of 
Ferrara, in the year 1482. This work was first discovered 
in the year 1874 in the Hecht-Heine Library at Halberstadt, 
bound up in a volume of seventeenth century theological 
tracts, by Dr. Konnecke, Archivist at Marburg, and was by 
him described in the Neuer Anseiger fur Bibliographie for 
Oct., 1874. Afterwards it was described by Mr. Blades in 
the second edition of his " Biography and Typography of 
William Caxton," London, 1882. Some years ago cautious 
overtures were made for its sale, at what was thought 
to be an extravagant price, to the authorities of the British 
Museum, and the purchase was declined. In 1890, how- 
ever, it was offered at a considerable reduction of price 
to Dr. Garnett, Keeper of the Printed Books, who had no 
hesitation in recommending its purchase to the Trustees, 
by whom it was acquired for the National Library. 



Vi INTRODUCTION. 

The writer in the Times (we presume Dr. Garnett 
himself) justly remarks of it, " The contents of the book 
are almost as remarkable as its typographic origin, for 
It is probably the first publication of diplomatic corre- 
spondence in a separate form." Among the works printed 
by Caxton, as enumerated by Blades, there is nothing at 
all like it in character. The works printed by Caxton 
were for the most part romances of chivalry, history, 
poetry, religious works (such as Psalters, Commemorations 
and Directories for the Clergy), the " Golden Legend," the 
" Art and Craft to Die well," and the " Vitas Patrum " ; 
also moral works and school-books, such as the " Parvus " 
and " Magnus Catho," " Caton " in English, translated by 
Caxton himself, " oute of frensshe into Englysshe," and the 
Fables of ^Esop and others, likewise translated by him 
from the French. 

Caxton, in fact, was in some instances either author or 
translator, besides being printer .of the works set forth by 
him. For all such works as those here mentioned it is 
easy to see that there would be a great demand ; but what 
could have been his inducement to publish a work like 
this, giving^ the text of a diplomatic correspondence between 
Pope Sixtus IV. and the Republic of Venice, relating to a 
dispute between them on the affairs of the Duchy of 
Ravenna, is at first sight rather perplexing. Caxton was 
a thorough business man, and he could scarcely have 
looked for a large number of readers for so unpromising a 
publication, printed in Latin, on a subject apparently of 
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little interest to English people. But Caxtoii himself may 
have been attracted by it. For many years, as Governor 
of the English Merchant Adventurers at Bruges, he had 
"teen mixed up with trade treaties and arbitrations ; and 
Iat$rj when in the service of the Duchess of Burgundy, 
Edward IV. 's sister, he had acquired a knowledge of Court 
affairs, that made him take a wider outlook on foreign 
policy and the sayings and doings of foreign Princes. 
He certainly must have felt a deep interest in the works 
and ways of the Venetian Republic, that greatest centre of 
European commerce, and the chief bulwark of Christendom 
against the power of the Turks. Add to this that 
Petrus Carmclianus, by whom these Epistles were diligently 
amended— \t may be, presumed as they passed through the 
press — was the person in all likelihood who introduced 
them to Caxton's notice, and recommended their being 
printed. Now, Carmclianus was a man of considerable 
influence, a literary man, a poet, and a Church dignitary. 
With such backing up a certain number of copies would 
no doubt find purchasers ; and for the rest Caxton was not 
a poor man, and could afford the venture, i 

Carmelianus, an Italian, "would" naturally be excited 
by the dispute between the Pope and the Venetians. 
Born at Brescia about the middle of the fifteenth lilentury, 
he appears to have come to England some time during 
the reign of King Edward IV., and to have made It 
his home until his death in 1527. He wrote a poem 
on St. Mary jn Egypt, in Richard III.'s time, which 
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he dedicated to Sir R. Brackenbury, and in his dedi- 
catory epistle he praises Richard III. as a model king, 
a pattern of piety, justice, and sagacity. Afterwards, 
however, in Henry Vlt.'s time, in a poem to celebrate the 
birth of Prince Arthur, he unsays all this, and represents 
Richard as a monster of cruelty and vice. Being in Holy 
Orders, he became successively Rector of St. George's, 
Southwark, Prebend of York, Archdeacon of Gloucester, 
and Prebend of London. Henry VH. made him his Latin 
Secretary, and in Henry VI II. 's time, in 1522, he was so 
rich that he was assessed in the sum of £333 6s. towards 
carrying on the war with France. His title of " Poeta 
Laureatus " was perhaps only self- bestowed. 

Of the causes that !ed to the war between the Pope and 
the Venetians on the one side, and the Duke of Ferrara, 
aided by the King of Naples, the Duke of Milan, and the 
Florentines on the other, it is not necessary to speak here 
at large. It originated mainly in the Pope's excessive 
Nepotism, that glaring blot on so many of the Sovereign 
Pontiffs. 

Sixtus IV., Francesco de la Rovere, was not one of the 
good Popes ; indeed, he was one of the very worst Elected 
to the Chair of St. Peter in Aug., 1471, an election which, 
according to Sisraondi, was brought about by the most 
corrupt means, he lavished upon his four nephews the vast 
treasures accumulated by the late Pope Paul II., and he 
and they led a life of debauchery and extravagance. Only 
a few months after his election he raised one of these 
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nephews, Pietro Riario, to the rank of Cardinal when 
only twenty-six years old, to the scandal of the 
entire Court and city. This young man distinguished 
himself only by his pomp and luxury, and died of his 
excesses and debaucheries in 1474. His next favourite 
was his nephew, Giovanni de la Rovere, and his next was 
Giuliano de la Rovere, afterwards Cardinal and Pope, who 
at an early age developed the most warlike tendencies. 
A fourth nephew was Girolamo Riario, a layman, Count of 
Imola and Fori i, and all-powerful at Rome. Sixtus IV, 
himself always seemed to take a pleasure in embroiling 
the several States of Italy among themselves, sometimes 
taking sides with one and sometimes with another. In 
1478 he issued a Bull against the Republic of Florence, 
and proclaimed war against it The Florentines took for 
their Commander-in-Chief Hercules d'Este, Duke of 
Ferrara. In 1476-78 he intrigued with the Swiss and 
brought them into conflict with the Milanese, In 1480, 
when the Turks appeared in Italy, he became alarmed, 
and called upon all the Christian Princes, and especially 
those of Italy, to lay aside all animosities, and unite 
against the common enemies of Christendom. He became 
reconciled in the same year to the Florentines. 

In 1481 Pope Sixtus sent his nephew Girolamo Riario, 
Lord of Forli and Imola, to Venice to form an alliance 
between that Republic and the Holy See. Riario conceived 
the project of partitioning the dominions of Ferrara between 
himself and the Venetian Republic, With this object, in 
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May, 1482, the Pope and the Republic declared war against 
the Duke of Ferrara, Robert Malatesta being Commander- 
in-Chief for the Pope, and Montefeltro, Duke of Urbino, 
for the Duke of Ferrara. During the year 1482 several 
actions were fought, but with doubtful results to either side, 
until by a victory gained by Malatesta at Campo Morto 
the Pope and the Venetians obtained a decided advantage. 

The Venetians now thought to gather for themselves 
some of the spoils of war, but they were miserably dis- 
appointed ; for, on the 14th Oct., the Pope sent an envoy 
to Naples to treat with King Ferdinand respecting a truce. 
This was agreed to in November, and in the following 
month peace was declared between the Pope and the Duke 
of Ferrara and his allies ; the Duke being granted the 
possession of his states, besides other advantages ; and 
the Venetians being allowed thirty days to make up their 
minds as to their acquiescence or otherwise in these 
arrangements. The Venetians were naturally indignant 
at this treatment, and the Pope wrote in vain to the 
Doge Mocenigo to persuade him to agree to the 
pacification. 

This letter, dated nth Dec, 1482, was the first of the 
" Sex quam elegantissimae Epistolae," so called, printed 
in this publication of Caxton, and was followed on the 
1 6th Dec. by a letter from the College of Cardinals in 
support of the Pope's recommendation. The Venetians 
replied in a long letter to the Pope on the 7th Jan., 
1483, and on the same day in a short one to the College 



INTRODUCTION. XI 

of Cardinals. In Feb., 1483 (17th Calen. Martii, 1482), 
the Pope wrote a second and very long letter to the 
Venetians, urging the pacification upon them under the 
heaviest penalties secular and ecclesiastical ; and to this 
the Venetians replied in respectful but decided terms, 
declining the Pope's recommendation. To this letter there 
has been no date affixed. The Pope now appealed to the 
Princes of Europe, complaining of the obstinacy of his late 
allies, and finally on the 25th of May, 1483, he excom- 
municated the chiefs of the Republic, and placed the entire 
State of Venice under an interdict This was not, how- 
ever, much regarded either by the ecclesiastics of Venice 
or the Signoria, the latter of whom appealed to a General 
Council. Eventually peace was concluded between all the 
belligerents on the 7th Aug., 1484, and on the 13th of 
the same month Pope Sixtus IV. himself died, aged 
seventy years. 

The brief introduction by Carmelianus (if it was indeed 
written by him) seems to favour the side of the Venetians 
in the quarrel. The designation of "quam elegantissimae" 
given to the six epistles in the colophon will not be 
endorsed by Latin scholars of the present age. 

It should be noticed that the first, third, and fourth of 
these letters have been recently published. They were 
inserted in the History of his own Times (1475-1510) by 
Sigismondo dei Conti, Secretary to Popes Sixtus IV. and 
Julius II., for whom Raphael painted the famous Madonna 
di Foligno. This history is a work of great merit, which 
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nevertheless, though its publication was frequently under- 
taken, remained inedited until 1883, when it was printed 
at Rome at the expense of the Italian Government. 
Conti, who had in all probability drafted the first letters of 
the Pope and Cardinals himself, was commissioned to bear 
them in person to Venice, " non ob facundiam, sed, credo, 
ob mite et mansuetum ingenium." He met with the 
coldest reception. " Neque notum neque ignotum inveni 
quemquam, qui me alloqui auderet. Pontifex ex socio et 
amico repente hostis factus, in magno apud omnes odio 
versabatur." He fulfilled his commission nevertheless, and 
returned bringing the replies of the Venetians to the Pope 
and Cardinals, being the third and fourth of the letters 
printed by Caxton. The discrepancies, however, between 
Caxton's text and Conti's seem at first sight very extra- 
ordinary. The first letter, from Sixtus to the Venetians, 
is the only one where the texts precisely agree. The 
second, from the Cardinals, has, after the formal address, 
hardly a word in common in the two versions. The 
purport IS the same, the diction differs entirely. The 
third and fourth, from the Venetians to the Pope and 
Cardinals, agree in substance, but present numerous verbal 
discrepancies. This, nevertheless, admits of a simple 
explanation, which leaves no ground for impeaching the 
genuineness of Caxton's text. Upon careful examination it 
will appear that Conti's variations are almost invariably 
■improvements in the point of Latinity, and the inference is 
irresistible that the Latin of the Venetian secretary was 
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not good enough for him, and that, when he came to insert 
the letters in his History, he took the liberty of bringing 
them up to his own standard. For example, at the end of 
the Venetians' letter to the Pope, where the genuine text 
reads " Haud sperare non possumus foelicem exitum," 
Conti gets rid of the awkward double negative by writing 
" Non possumus sperare nisi," etc., and observing that the 
last three words of the epistle, " Moverit, impulerit, conci- 
taverit," repeat the same thing three times over, he 
substitutes the effective climax, " Consenserit, suaserit, 
concitdrit." The absence of alterations in the Pope's 
letter is easily explained on the theory that it was drafted 
by Conti himself, while it must be supposed that the 
epistle from the Cardinals was missing when he wrote, and 
that he composed another to supply its place. 

The work is on twenty-four leaves, with signatures, but 
without title-page or numeration of the leaves, and is 
printed from types No. 4 and 4* according to Blades's 
classification. After the colophon and the verses mentioned 
above, there occurs an "Interpretacio magnarum litterarum 
punctuatarum, parvarumque," occupying part of the recto 
and the entire verso of the last leaf 

And now the question arises. Did Caxton print 
these letters from MS. sources, or from a previously 
printed edition brought into England out of Italy? The 
latter would appear to be by far the more probable 
conclusion, especially since it is known from Hain, 
" Repertorium Bibliographicum," No. 14,801, that the 



XIV INTRODUCTION. 

second letter of the Pope to the Venetians, forming the 
fifth in this collection, was separately printed (probably 
at Rome). Dr. Konnecke is in favour of this view. 
Perhaps a copy of the six letters printed together with the 
Introduction may yet be discovered, proving that Caxton 
merely reprinted. 

The fac-simile in photo-lithography of this rare Caxton 
has been admirably executed by Mr. James Hyatt. 
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|t(fti/S<)»(JquamwCtqm omticohjmu} 
(ita qui<(e tio6ifatm mitmnSt oipiuni / <( 
t»(tuXan( ICoetie etfyM Qtinc fanctam <t 
0)>6i6t&mtni&ecmacaS2R/a6 atmi< Cif 
asecr/inpfo tcf2i(uetir/tce finnuurce omiii 
ftR/ ncq; amtaCtue Mo c< oBftBiom dui« 
ftiftm tfiam nofiium %c$(a/$iuo$ pcoftc 
<b not) fotum fumma rapimao fita »K$nli 
«(>(/ Stui wnfiOimR )»(cc/qu» it) !>i(ctis 



miiif3fea« oitmie fttfeftit / ft* iff 661 
tii( ^nottficu c(gtbtiofti/?( tmotfotf Cau 
a a\!ut oia fte tZ^tmimS I ^ijonv tffttii 
tn9l noe etmSUit fm hj tnRidapto;i(ic<t 
cs^bift no %f uAttDS (i ^ QiifSee ql; eg M 
a iECo coitqmmae / Saturn Verne apuo 
fancCum cpcftnm fuS ammt) (nfofbttesit 

no(ix>/anna sv 

fB Cn'fne 

atEttUtiffiMio ptitidpi 3D/ 3/ Wocentatt 
tDtici OOemdatS oigtttfTiitio atmw n«(lw 
cattffimo 

eptr<«t)> <)^fBi<«ti I^ianm' / fS/(S jiB} 
Cox] 



21 iTcmdone Siuina/^fcopi ^mfBi'/ 

ftti/©«i/ «/(R/e/a>t/3Kn t«ii«i 

pi {omino Budocicmfiatum pofi fisnatS 

iq temino c^n6i(mi/<£lu5<& |i>n«<fif'/ ^ 

911 'Mofq; tncnn tt quicCroi ittCie fctttiMt 



nit) fetuM 6i&!»?cimi<e/ Vnum cdatn o{ 
aiu inSuficidf r<u»ioq; pncuiaucrimtt* 
tnuCtie cuiccnfiffimte wcumsiis qu« fua 
funditae rnpitnitt %«((; fcttSit tnfimia 
quiSufq; neBii rapi<t>69 ?icie at6i<mmut: 
tiqurct/ 0(9 iSo pccdput 9> r>>P^c><n>'>ue 
Snie fiio r^'^'tee ac nos quictie itnCic mii 
Qifpmi quolVmdiq; pactm Ec(Eo quo (1119 
toge fupciim pmt cccfefia/pocfctcc motui* 
inue/(&uo:> quiMti^co magie ftcimue 9 
5E(M aCufnfcni ct prepoftfufuc 6fi<u»«a 
« tiofJtii/iBscjfffn/ (X)/iO mnsime oiptetS 
?i*famHe/iaMie igi<ui/©/fiia ncfq? no 
ffimopsw Cautoiwtif/Si peifeMjmufce tij 
infiiftiA) nefiin CaUinCiti qiiictis itaSit <)'f 
fnmiia; coftiuaKq;/tum pnfcnti ^c ^ pe 
ttmibro CiKo quo en que fon r<i<<<^e ncei) 
fttOSna «t tcomotn feSi opoftoCics ac © 1? 
Cc/ meiift) Sftre «Ef / mufa iifnfa futwy 
inomi «t cocmoia ?itiuetraE!!m/ i^ masii 
m« ruaeen66ue <i fufpCtointiSue pet onaf 
(bcce foee a» to mifjbe @«r / ^tfpanie 
IRegc ac (K^Qina t( ^niuetfaptape]-; 
Mta «Dmmu6iuimite / i^t»fi:>o nrmo 
ni({ ipft'm paa'e ac (KtCigioni* S^cif 



(iane ftittbtbt / Que otntrfa Tim JBamd' > 
taiMtor<f;eoCi&tidue feo'mue quefimtt 
rtt)sao» BrKo 06 t»am cmf/)6i nunc/CO/ 
aCf^aO communcm mu6iSq; timiiS aO 
ix|2i6isA> oSCato ftoifi atia }6iCie p»ftn^ 
(ue fhdiii ai tcponenM esta et |fmHC6ii 
fee |]nipttr<i)9 tfTt '<<<<'' nt9tStmue/J6« 
6imuii3t(ur(|nfitpmagtme (nffumueaf 
(ic<u OO/^scsaen/qut (i^ixt oifcDtOtatS ti 
mind ctua*(onri<niit/9ieiuSasmBSR(i< 
qui ifoKe primifaff ftom / tWf c( ipra a^ 
Q5( coniuni ce otfiatfanS OS nim'mSeoe itt« 
ftin3«i!»fq? ^/iiuftagiffit^ofta/cettatuo/ 
CBiri»i)ia a<a9;a/3irma tq»n«ic/,^eaa« 
tidq; %6e(ctlSef!; fiiiq nifism oSfiOiantti) 
amoiicts/ ©HoO fi/OC/wf/?* pn> fwfl pn> 
gutan itifttda f&picnfiaq; ccnfttimue <i 
opdimus ((Koidoni manitiutrklOOSeitati 
rnpu/c^rifiicitit « que uunc it) ntOjnmo )]> 
noifc %i((t(ut fKiue ifoftt qmc(i<Dn|^itit/ 
cunc&e rusftiaMMs mpiziintie iaminSH 
feECme AC «cntq;apR!> omnce tauimt 
H 3Ebiiaii)imin«ifti(iim<<!nrtqUC<ut/ 
gtweCcni 9i fiia (^eaiiAito rcti6J( / @i 
quio «(i quoo $« iDus iSo nnqHen 




Qum ^ (Utiminime otfutetC {/oyn$ nof 
bum ««• (|4ioq} imf2a6ina inlCiixmut / 
(^Idtc %>!e<i( i)NEC/re>/ iDa<um ¥»me tit 
vVt/mcnfie DeamSae/^tnuo a nabuitati 

(I119 (auminwiincpnntWQ 



^iijtt Ouatfc/fpont/'maj;/ 



fmpct tSriwuitti? mieana'a ct 'xuot 
d«««/ inWesimu* c j eo mufao que eft"* 
ISiaciimi impuCifft ao focdue nofttH Ocfef 
ttnSuni et iHricuonftum life psd fixocnq; 
(Qntmuniu ^pHS/ !Slot^£uc prcfinxa noa 
l»4tno a^estn ti pCutiSus %(i«e Quma^ 
nifTmis «^ patcm cum ccfttto iftiCie po; 
<(ntafte9 imuniia / a6fiiiim»uq;«tnap« 
a6 Jtwanetifi feDEo / CmmMfw/glJ/qj / 
qnantem attinU a» punn et fbeiiue cuif 
(ommiiniEus ^fiiSus ittiftim / |Dt$ « 
imue iair onita que fcntiMmuc pec 



I 



mlnm noflntw;/ fKrfttnt «a (mfKS'^ 

«:ii)ifii facitMG iuoicautf/ ^.Qo/auima 
omnia ^tutna/ ^umaiMq; pm fua fmnma 
f»puna«<( iwnntninSifitMMna nofiflff 
ma funi ^ WnS ftfat (9/« iKi fac(#nit 
(«$iite comuamiySjeeiO 6im£ pnfni* 
fionii tm mq n«6i« nS mcDivcn tmltftit 
iufatau) tuifji ni|t ft6ie infiifmdim) «ig« 
(U|»ri«ce omma (i>OD8 ycnfi/ 1< padime 
0/(O/aomonmfp/t<|uo onimo fioequic 
quis tOie (oCNeutff; ananmynfdnom/fa 
emja((|} eaH g) infMie ftiftn £< ntfi pn 
fteca sioBic ^ <flW Wi ipfS fuiwnfi in 
eiamnta ^umaitatOpmiicquie ooifts 
*c i)>r« <«ii()iicm/3<Bn««pc>(inKi« »q«i » 
<R<if(i;fw SoK^io ^ tmpittMt tioq«|h 
(imi)i)pa^)9 qui DOS ^ aifFioAistEna 
fbtise (trnpoiieu* 9ano M|iniit/S)<86)6>8 
ftCoi itmffmt latn «B famv pfeiti It t 
niftifie e( fi«pi<n<i(/ fiini i(K quitcm signi 
lionf^ It (9mS* omnium lannfc/ W A; 
tncg/filioe/n/wm pxtid is Mm qua 6 1 
« fcqui Qnr(/iq Kpm op(imo a«ioni! ^« 
HMHAtaitttm a«9i((«i«(i)t / iKiim iCha 







tiKmiiiti (iiofifeti n»t) 9m6!miu tamn 
IMS luanttfqjiMfiine ita fonpnottnif* 
)i/SI nunquam nifl (Ummie iniutf/s Coaf 
fS(i/aR<pto fbtiaei fctufinM fioe qunm nof 

9ot(Ct»t« ptxftt fiwariilimfoeenrum^Mi 
taA):«m,/'n«>) ixa<!i6i)niism6 ingmtiAif 
binem pn 6«n'tfic^ iitnumtrie <am <cga 
mai»ae'(uooqii«m iij tpfum (effa(ia/qu( 
ticfine ccp<)e/)x<uiiQe/n) to coOoouimiie 
eHt»At/^( quionaftiquS ptpfonfic nga 
(t nwtitie smetr n<6t£t(/ SN( foe mfa'ti* 
^sminie ^umima Snia tuiu mtttimmfi^ 
jStO quo9 ftt ourue mo; tx>fS^ awMIi int « 
tfi qa?tml(ue ^nqHafuoni peeScntCiitli an 
fu« c(i luoi n«(ta fcccaiwnlta infan^fcn 
(utc« %n«<«« %jMi(/es(iit3uiK niasiAd* 
fttin/)t> %iKioc ectiK^ fiiw*/ afque^tM 
iq oiuatum igijUm (tum|9ne/ tnonitii* fU 
fttitnit %iBic ))tc quinq; ei jpCineon * 
il«« 9i (tfipif(»<f S><c ft piiietiffiiiN iMlhS 
iif stomiic moCtiaS oiiwi g quafl igiuitttS 

5u<fa5 nS fltdcriSditf pcmtint («n* «qua 
ni« iustdo/TtfUe { SiaCifttss %a a» qui 
iom annum fti(m(«m jnian'M i'Qm 



«i6ifiiimte/Wmtttiff(i )»eef2 <)uS ineigni 
8iA(iiiit/ciuc^ti!ifcnuiMeen|ittn</iit i 
fCtmoitt ttiS 09 uCa(\rates / gltnixiittte 
oat M mmie ptftquCMe tpftetl^ SfAe 
|ta(nwn(if>e«tni6ie/A!t(a mAogs/AuMi 
fSiAw.ftie/(iM«io Animi HugnituOitw be« 
timltilcqxrimwtpn eigniniA; cSimsifn 
ei&i*y<( iCHucs (iuiD thnM ftitel euiim 
tnus ausiCidne ce))i<ie «qutHi ^xeUSqf 
<|UO<qnoi)pe6ft |nn<no^«i^ic r»)n)>fi& 
KHimtiffim fttaiaelfi ctaffte t»6fjiinfl 
ISaSiCaiffiNtAfnamRnantnq; fctmeoc 
AoinAi tnietft e<|ai66>ic infmida q ftifS 
eta a6 awrmo ficfieufiS ^qj-egoinene/ 
(cR« i^mq; omttia Ri^fiM C«t»pMeA(»S((I 
(OufoiM ttttttt no6ieitiim« A ¥oSn(Q mA« 
tti^taiiui wfmaviA ikrAiiiK cStnitic 
tt ft(i(i« ^fiieueK(A<ii/itoinini %fito c9f 
(ccwftt motiHtttStiiBMniM pn>&|2qnonig 

ntt ^mAiiatQ/ qii; nunquAiv ckOiAui) $ 
twituimae/{ am omitiS; eine oep^s <ffo 
(» (untthit qnAitte )»6it( )xcnia'&(c m ^f 
temnfiiTom fmi ^<tn crnntntiiAw/qtiflfi 
iwm(m«tea twu* £6iei( Sine ntite 





««0 h) %ui9 <o(icA>0 ctDiinilimnitqu* 
t>ai J^ttxi9 StKamm 9teiii«(cM)(»f * 
(m nfttio noTitw «on(iitintJ ^Hi< «> 
ne pio Mtorf nofitD /gonieaewtnof; 
(n> ftifiie f uja&ifqiw/aeemto %Ee am « 
m«<i(ua avn'</^(<<<'i<t>9ue actueiti fym 
■mi/t^/OO/ £w3>ffimoap(iuotHiD pnoc 
(tinrot9ii»/<£iuo nuftun; Ct<ioM«) cfoiiM 
muB muCto rttm fcaiCn %at( %6e fKM 
ma/queO fi pwfMiftfM fccio ti^») gmt 
w $ toco maCuiffenf/ €t ptofcqiit SK((Bt$ 

Henntn) ^nifM ft(iii»i)/aMific(nmc|M «f 
^ erltnm mai«t cunj jibna / qu«H; VH 
9itqiM>9 (Kamano poiitiftd tmfi^fpt I 
4(o« tRnuti iitftna paune poll Site <m« 
nuUtiiia IRoCetO in«:(le 9 oncA: tioi) tiSm( 
tCoafyimutq «ik<iq aiiii(!mt(« mastma {» 
min^ iMfht ia((um/9*tKi quaqnoiq cenm 
l»f|itfflu« (^aCct faiute ftsm i|!a-noaa 
tm «C(( (inimo ftfho infisifft/^i Ac of; 
fTadctecntmra^ftiNfiecMii} tmptn^M 
pencuAe m(ia* o6t6i^« iffo:un) acwe fM 
iuriae/ qnitueni^te indtnftiftpv A) no« 
MaqucR ominito rs mimo ittwiUl 



CituimEmtgtte Mtibn animo fiim cumM 
b6it N) dunm iFncah{|cm esftftnmus / 
S«ctan>nf Ctftn itofin a% Veftxatt) trad » 
(u»inciv/l»Mti ftm^pic fuimueaft fuiqlij 
gmdom trapitiitium mS notivipfi ftAifi 
fti nofiu ium tignitetefq; tsp&e teftiCu 
rat / Ikf^nfnU lic/ai) oBfiitifttia fit fnv, 
(ue/ oii Hoiiu* qua /^/(X/cui fhCb et«i( 
ipf« ciufcil (b<4/ JDimt (|uemii< ft<u«(ie n 
niKOfioitiSm nm tait>a^quea«a9f ^nCi 
qimm )»r«?kic Sfttn r«>K«i6«8 6ig«Mi)) ifc j 
Suctit * oiiue inaftttiaqj 6iba aj noo 
fhij:i5</@Hmi)<um igitti BeKum tC< /quo» 
quitsm ommt»ftne c( iuftiffimne %u« 
ittiUdt nofttc tmt (onfa'us (iimtnie S^tq; 
fnu«n6u« ffi ptofeaiftie/ f«!» pUm H Vy, 
Ciin^ifii nofiu ROifttiiticquf aitimi quS 
ntOifTt«r</COctqtuati»crate ma'ni8tt(/ei 
fti/otiiiiia fun(/&( quia ptfmm mm fat 
tt noi) ](aCi* moto/rct e»«;ne niam na; 
oonieue/ <&noe a\x»mil<»lt^ lf>ttammi 
n«« aS i»omi impcctiittia/aun iam as fi'« 
neii) pnt KS> ft(%it<Bm/«(iiiam is insm 
(iam ^ ftfitc ftunr (ittttt m mm eigni 
6i<r<(|>a(u*nartn incoEiiitimMr qua 





tnifit nS litum %Ctt{itiU9/|it wagimr » 
dam 0DnaipmJmue/(X>mm »i«R<(iu pio 
cqni6i(e/|KD ftiniteft/ ymSSvRida eini« 
rua noti a$ t» 6m6im q$; Oftatit aC^/qnS 
ao ea edoii) animoSmMtn que S(u|2i<>^ 
fitti nnlintetwa/iltatv fl anft bffuiq «gf 
a>6tn) Qrc A&^-intttii «ffiag imanafjit ittUi* 
Oiiio/fhoCt (|ni»9ie «);(i(i|fE( / fxaitm iw 
30C>) fnif|M itiftgM q Oeauoa nos at oB 
tutonS tniuoaiG iHatnt po«niftn(c/|qiM« 
Siuitta tiit el infiifat) maioS nolira q; 
faa% rtrngxt poAiimue (g animo dCnv / 
$Sc$p>C aS|bmp6xm fiintam Vintauti / 
qitS AinM R«c tpfa S>fe< ^tearia/qudw 
(kimuie inPsnie ^ba6tt pofi innumna 
6tb6 toftemq; pofJaniiffimoe ante amif 
fte/9>|2i |)itfin«ciffimB o6(in>> mo«triEu0 
Ciuio aCiuft (fi f^ftiti no« ao (xrant / tii« 
(irsftntb noSte ccmaniSueipra Sitfona 
tnffui wfteam tomintu ao a6ietm«it 9>|K 
mt taU mS«e <ni«m7 9oficniq^|<q ^tttii 
fitw nofh> (iadte QnimenQ (winMo inlii 
niffimC aOMi/€( <|Uontd/(^/Oci/ Xin« i 
tiim MWtKionem fidi / pnfKia tm *oii) 
6rit» /sg/fK anno? Vitfnuiaftl iSuftiiM 



tcMWf(|| lumtrie cSii(?t«notuiv ^nai(bti. 
fc^i)) mofoi) / ^(ffi autcti)] iituftitni6ift 
tMi tt fnftnttffimie fy(ii« capijtl tifna-, 
(i6ue!(|; o)»i)) qtWRwrnut! nmtqua») coiij 
^tmfje VUsimiie iiaiiam a» augiEluiv fi 
itnSHit) ccftMtio )»de iftiacy'lliinc aattn) 
fi Mo ))tacct/ Otftneii fomue oaiiSin'onc $ 
)£Ktcu(iee ifi* I ^affie (tquisem e()KatCii 
(DtitiSue 6tE(o noBie/t»(T,fitiun6it<itq £« 
unit nuc iKo / SfMn; jECt do atma nnma 
iSt I 9f pmfMa tnt) ruffian not; poffut 
mu« not) amott ;»«'• <onu«tin'e/@(a Vit 
taia ntftm commofbe ttm^watuffelinttf 
tittam l»t CbCuMiue sslOOI^I cni ^)sr 
<t ^no« cei/c( gn^ie fui )ug/a<A; (mnijt* 
()6ie ita Ktr>i f uit/ ?< 06 con; nm muCiR 
magnaq; tncixt>;8;(l atOiMx animi e( ain6i 
ft)»tfcari(/6mge ptiim maiotaq; pnfk', 
turn 1 0i pt t9e mamme qui nunc inct 
vafcodnoa Siotn64t / @ / ciDcSe^n (ioi 
«n<e/')1rq;raamtbi)ic&tm BiCumuequt 
SS (Kcucnn:>if7tm«e JDominw Catiii 
nafee / quotum fanttiffimum fimtiofifuiti 
« itfjj»m<ij (ommunie C^nfiianoiutv 
6 « 




peopdti ©cmiiffimos cnfJcBo Rojte qui69 
omniSue poent fccuCie punffimo amocc 
ce (inotm Bitituofcnda %m<<i f uimus/ iDic 
(um ftxtafft fwat (mip(»t tionnwfeoe af \ 
Cioe qui6tie mqtit (»g nofini mq> bCCu 
1»ti(i tafiffhoin/ nan) cuiq it) (net fumua 
oniiwe ao^iCcnt at(te/?t tioe h) ScRa ceti* 
»|don(/<< ta quittm (snculififfima /mm ni 
6cKo fttfamut ketone noe pi(i not) tnrs 
funi y Ciut» ititquiuc / 9i fometi qa 
(iififfncAim noq «i< / r«6fftirttt>» pi» 
fe<<« fnie omftftimue / ^/OO/cqHtfJimt/ 
iufjiffiim )>((niif7imc fA(iffnc6tm cqutf « 
fimo iu»i(i nofin> Aomino i«fu cnfjo /cuiH* 
fANcfa fi«m aCi^ioncmq; pit a time pCuf 
quam (isnntb* a»pori6ue c( r<«<3ume At 
tati fumue cutM» fatirtiffimos SUnrioe pu 
m1^t»den«f>im9pn)(<cuti/pn) tte piij* 
nauimue / pntKipesnSf* tiot) ttttimciuii 
mu9 tm iRomm cccCtfic (Komoiie btgnt* 
(nfi/qt)n)in% (^/padn; quo aat ccurnnf 
da (iinjeimmue / ^/ W /?i (1 qiiq aCtquo 
efi 6cne tnSKiiti gmoa/ fi quio iufiidt a« 
6h» m ^timqnie Tfquan) c|I/ finat Suon) 



ipfe matmf/ (J^«Ku opmuit feKo cjiixfe 
ftit/pjttiiit (»/(X>/a>iitnnpf!< o6Ca(ioni6 
nopime ptrapiai fcmftix) (|U(in mctuit )Xt 
tinadal 'Hot) a9tmu« prafMo «ii( bigni^ 
(a(t aut m«nti« h) aniit »tia iftixahcn^ 
Svuie At Snquont pm «e cttfiiana out ti 
git I aut <o3iteuti/<H«e (i $isramu« mag 
na ft«j(Tenofa6«mu« awoganao/'mossftta 
f<m)ittmc6icc<uii fttcfoanimi ma^ni^M 
jinquA&C etgo Kfiw c(ftxiueot6i*iut 
siiio qui* flKKiB )»ffi</(^/»/a6 ^t^j 
mine n»i) 9ieimue / a no$ie atft )»<r|i / 
p no ^n« aCiquis/quofe Aimcif atiquis 
aeiquanei>grfftmu« / !2ti<am(9 e( fpttart 
txiftr* aOtueon tto muCfo ciufmMi / cut 

inoi) conpCuiD) (OKUoainimue fafma rno', 
oi«iiimu»/<noi; MO) MCo |Kif«cu(i fum9/ 
likq! ^<((nu< MOiwnu* mm tnfictti mi 
Kft fe«o c^tiftifliioe peftw/fBiic «cf«/l« Ct 
mfKiiitt) 9°<**) "<« (cRa^ limgutnt nof 
(n> tmpfumltt 6ifo6ittiu( officqc t(:aei« 
mue tnise 0)xium ^ (xtpeta AaAin) nS 
9itt<i^i/r«i<u^*>> (>iia Km'A ftfiu )»m 

6 m 




(infi fancfiffinii paMocc^ teneOMio fiOo 
fcmeC impnfja «uttti inSe/Oui not) pobui/ 
mi onic noq j9e6nt(/i^ no» Qauo ^mce 
not) 4»|]Umue fbtBcmt «st(i)<i) ciu* feOi 
at quoarummi pincNei; ponfifMe atitforif 
Ae moiwntj/.imitMbritf ««n(i(tiuca(/ 






DmiMotum eAtsinatitvij/ 



I 
I 



(KentKttSinimt tq£ti(Io qlMiRC/ 
t( iDomini <i) <Mi|ii ^Ftnatiienfl / qHe 
Ann ce ({ M» ptopttt iSiue prindpi* 



ti) tMsingmfiftttitttm ee titiunae aenCiff 
fima efi'l tlei) )»(uimuc (amtti Ma* not) 
7iCiM « b3«n «A nutrencia «(oe(ttu«iiaa 
tfuam fam ifiicsCeesto ^Smutltt ftmjst 
(t^imu«/ran« ptutri (tee %<«tt6it opti> 
motum I c^afittrnt nlisiome tuituit; fin » 
eiuti) c< 9tlts«n(i£/ qui (« qHemn( ee opt 
6in(/qH« ni^ a(i« in/lttf mat«ima <i) ft ^ 
0°; l>ihn< ^n(|iafi» « offtct) y <&uaAa fit 
MtqucOidmu* rsempCutn AHknimm Hsf 
(rncuH) 09 riimmuH) penfiften) fifa infctf 
(HtttaSunO) teaBU / ^U9i temo) e( fiim; 
ma omnium mmmfiAitiOHe Oigmffimuiq 
^ftUH) CoKegium t(J / fumtw ptiaxii 
nium <onco:9ie / c< aft pxam omties ^t ; 
twa I Cuitie ipflu* not) oiff iftmunc an; 
qusHM etiam {um ^c T^nmUtupiUl 
ovse csfiftfTe maioittm mftrntum iBgewf 
pS> qui nunquait) EcKuo; inftiCeeunt itifj 
taotff'fi/pJK") qiK>*9acui( ctipijtMiii / 
nunc auttnt tot tanitttf} intstmnta atitt 
twi) ftuttKial%h»tum mati^nitaft Vt pM 
ne mixum h) moouo) tefcamiiB noe qui 
ftmfst ifti rmitfiffiitio Coflfegio quifiuf j 

tiie o&(cmpcmn (onruniimus 
6 Hi) 



tt liM ^tfttttttnAi pm paapM tffipm f 

qKi/ct mmtm jewtmoij ipoffti ©inguCo 
tnim pa arum (cmpotSq; (t caufatu qua 
ti6ife moOsmn pnna'ixe tMorffc «(!/ <&uil ^ 
fit ^eVetnm IS>omii mfiSmii onipoecn* 
SominKg qui tiiU fuum 9(nq; ni mo$u 
?< quauio effrt ii) fenijmfa*))) (Jtopenfioj 
txttinaoce 6imaj Hi )xccn(« fta^tStis cc6k 
foix fit ((iCi6i* /IXifctti pnndpio fumu* 
^ixaa<nfi« ifliue Suae )»raan) q; pro 
ai<) 9i^(tm9 quoufque fpce fuii nnpifa 
atwn tJOffc/imuhamqjSignoraK/CtuU 
q;ctcimiieia*<uinemm )Mt>«naam nofitS 
9ia< eiuc iKtHnaoia fiofiquam tffufa '9i* 
cfi flttti |(r»n(i)Mfti iXiu* pwaopot duc» 
n»(Jti turn Jfnt»/ftiiiHMCuOi6uefl6f«mn 
(i pe(i64i t»$ fane inftmpcRiue / )»d act 
quicfora StEuit initio op(imi « amptiffit 
mi eomiiiV Sum cum yattt cCcme nfiffim? 
quictifq; otpieiitiffimue |x<am pcfCivtoi 
ttt (i ffW ftSftitlTOf iiutt)*/ 3(IO!>i9i( ))M 
■i(v oS|2ittiicion«m/quam (ante ef^ mati^ 
nifttfie ftwlbq; o»ia ftfii eiue ft(ia(ue <(i / 
Vt ncq; ii) ^< ffcuib/iirc tq fuCuio mif«n» 



toMa Signum tpiiimauetU pttdnaontt/ 
tnanc(ieS( fui^iamttt fufpidonen) upii 
aitefie {omintitisi/ i^pitntn funi it rM 
fctne / »«fa tw6ift« ii« ftif^iaotti Bpoie/p 
pn quinti; annoe iniunam fbtcnum 9i« 
otattocu c<r>i)»n <i)Ki!n<i(!"*nm annum lat 
taxnm rnnsninc nofhs {nium6i6tm fnct 
Oiudue noi; fofuimuf / X>(6k omCiiitni 
turn it> feSo qu«ri6tt qtto$ iufhim equum 
q; no9 cf?/ au< cum fin* mom icctquifite 
faxtt aCftm/ne fot<t |»nti<ca( 09 Oona c9 
atm6tc/Sl9 noe auei!mqu«na ntinqwi f 
6<T tnCitmnic tntio/ qui %t «isimH* ^f< 
(iffiina RtK^uimus confintm anocKaui » 
mue i»<a(i! monuimuf/ Xcmo MfhiCi 
mus pti ^e flnno9 / ))«((inafi«ic») n)9i«» 
<i) ))(»pofRb m(mfu((it$<ne HofJm ccMi^i t 
mue/Ciic(nninH&Cie|f»OEm^quotum (iit 
bwtno* eft/ et qui inifhii iQli poilidte* 
fiomlSue iRettMrn/ 9f Mum qtMHifncm 
maECM impuC(Cun( / Itoqauftm noe qui 
Mt^it omifimue ^sftinOoymowneo moMa 
teniq^ ipatsm mdSet quam CcSum/t><tSi$« 
tmue ccifrfiaS fumue fim ?t fiuCticit pot 
nq* &t(tty£(ftmqu(as<nuf«mnofimm 




quiBuo tstfiimamuo fbw tieminnv 6iin 
vBtmti maegni'q; iuoicfj i) noe natguoi 
ft) notia fffe/aut quicqunm omiflffe quad 
moCg/tiffimoe «<erm)xmntiffimoe Ccccot/ 

5Xft3lan CI) C£€€I??yii 
^j^cnpte^tiiaeantt&tcti 
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jSisftie tpm ®u«t<bs ^M 




tmta ^atatt (tie noBititott/oiurac -SI 
«»!) minue 3«(ia6 <(uait) iwteffttttoo / ^H 
quae no8 pro fctius i&tie niq; |9u6eici 1 
C9n(iiatie inwCumi&fc aO latem amttni 1 
mntam tmpu&cnnf/^tftindcs ^teotiMm 
(iifa;xne/ tt a fitta ;Jfeixam/qucie n«(im 
t< (Komciiie igccftfie autfoe eft o5(iin«tt9 
AC ototjafa ttfjiftiene / 3t)qj fcmm fttj 
eie 9umanif]imie<gimu«/nK%uunqHi 
Wi) Rt6um quo!) (t ^notem ft -tuum 
(t^tct infenitmue / Su ^m n^onfi ', 
ua«a!> noe tiUsme^nnn dnit atii 
ina (c fmptaa quam 2|pfi noe tec i 





eeffumSn^e fu«nfr6«M6tie/t( ta 1M 
6(e imfionifte quot nutufum) tigHtntitf 
neqi ») mentcn) nofium 'Snquanj incOx * 
tuntfifq} icto itoe moCifiia ^imtnoq; 9o> 
fctt affsgetuut/mcnetiq cnim ammHiqq! (u 
n»)a)iaixac|o<it<aft qtM^uSCKomtq]; 
6iCia conficnc (ia^etamue ati«niim tn I 
K^munfttq; *e^n;«R figmftintunty @i> 
nutinmue fam noe pfft quodnie %Kc« 
inue (e it iq; ac st fitio noftm qnouis «6« 
f(qu<nfif|[imo Karnes/ a<q; i6> quango or 
irtie itetie KC pnacipi6u» &( fnfttiMi ; 
Sue paitm ip|iim |Mc<aftmq; anficiCtaiii 
^ijiialiiamue /Qictbtntit (k omnia oonf^ 
(uti;/ ?t 00 ran^eiq tpfiin) pRctanfTimani 
tm ni^it noBte nCinqutndK OiRloiMi t 
(ie ni^U q? negocfj / fB«o Nnu* enrpft/ 
I3m« it) (bCo mum ftritelt R^onM6iiii9 

itbttt &ni)<intaau(aifS8fiestia(/i^n<e 
n&i* as pace a noBie fuTocpf a nS mo nS ^ 
Cak/f; <(i<S o;(cnii||c not f>eSu« (u5 o6^ 
dt/tS Cub cCanus a ii ^(fKfa nogisoO 
(itHafti fiintf/ qui nS M mate/qna* { m 



it) iiftxmint fm Vt&tM emtHimuS.Sfnf 
tn ms niC aCtuo ni(! M cammuntiq fiat 
(mm «f<tt|2on«n 9iiiBi(iim Wi/ntq; VXa* 
pottmi I aui auMbf quicquAm Via fmti 
innouoR ) kitten's afafioCicie Ce conptto 
ftneueiCium f m(mm nofiiomm pn TpM 
a ipfa I ac fono fitct smuiffimie anrutte 
aOiecfie t)n>9t6entiSu«/<i tioCie ni^iC ins 
ntmatumltwt aCiqua/SiSi g«icn»t occnlle 
Cci6i/aul o(icn6)fti Vnqnam fut(/Ciut cS 
iun (pfiiHO tjoff^ud itofine fuS^itve no 
6t« 3mut(tt ocCinqMcnfte punm/nttM 
mo) Wa |»de Att&nte occofta tttrtAit/ <( 
omnium iniuoamm oSCiuifa/M iRie fMt 
on maCuimue/<)tueCu«i(bCi()»((n6i(ue 
csn<w ft oCiqutc innouauit/ Su pnmns 
lto6ie tgnomniiEue Cnfiiiie (<u prapus^ 
notuCiettxtlie innouafiij qua« infoi ft<a« 
line* mnftmjnfft mtftia/S)u$ ftto ^et ( 
tunrnfte iittm fuoe «!> qutn^im fnm« Ca 
picem (ttif^ qiwn&ifiii j men ^^ MMti 
l»ftmmU9 ft tit »i noftiti cotfpiu / << )X« 
nacii ainfiloCiaitu cCuftonS I nto Iftt no« 
fotim smanSft/ cffcane/CtuSeoquiU ft 
noftpatu ati a(qH< ^none no(hi/<(9ui9 




fbn((<f<Oi« OcftttfoKiv/not) «|f(tt|otfi9 axt 
to cntsbmus / statin) iiidn %t cam px 
ti innouadoiuti) afduimiie/Scapfittiue/ 
tttiM ccni«»ftdonc>Q rnij»c fmtat f uim9 
CtufiquiOni) inmuaaonei} ft AtXto <»gn<» 
niffgmue/anfto cntcad ^ (ittecne tteif ^ 
fcmue / ^nmaniotte tamo) h) eo itcgodo 
fuimue V i(ca Aioe finee ftcminoe con 
(ittuiflr/ct :Smawnfi JDuom moso pMi 
fit a maioa6ue r«ie.f««ato 6ffi«« timto* 
CnSiCiftc rciitaix/fiCq (bto (c ttceptetu Kf:» 
^natCbo/ no6ifq; ixtruootbe ituSa <t to^ 
nc i feKita tii hj^cctatiam occupanlum/ 
fc9 h) ftnee (uo« 6ifoiiloe / mmq; animS 
(li>6>n/<SXiiaoEte cu £]? ip^tR jipugnani* 
lb:(t ti) 6>t)9 ><aae pan nccJianS jtnouofS 
fuiffe iffoon nS )»ffe</qu£ui« M pewnS 
I Rmtie dpCideftctatit c^mdotie ttqiufi 
fi fuif|em9/]nOs cufii<(ra. ^moSt »ifn)t»i<i« 
Vafenta t^n^itt fbpra/ct igtic p»ft9 (»tin 
gucn/qua au3e»/c!>^:^(< ecia ipfu fui; 
in9 JDuorm (x5 podoiu / fioiii maioice |iii 
ftamnt/ o6(ctuad«nS/qu7 cooS iKo (c 06; 
(ttuafuiil ti6i oStuCifjt ttfcneii / Sitftm 
cii qS e«mo eii «664ftff( noCi e (tgnifinf: t 



fee tij 4» <S «9 copoftSotte idtt ne« fhoicbj 
«cffet/Wifim9 WOe fetSjtu fotmS i fcnpj 
tie/ qua ipfc Ou^ f« oSfctuafft ^i^itjofit a 
ts nt^atn tami fui</«<<i; oS i» tpi^ Oud* 
«t9q! cofe%mfotuom(D»e/}»Dmif|ioncin 
fu6 eoCS fct&tii fotmuta i t3fi(?ono nfa 
fc fnctutocs o664lVtut/i£il6mfq; (ixi9 Kje 
«t6ilS;tu</^6^ ail no9 facniq; coR^u nof 
ttu o<e Qntoi coftvunfiae ttftitenit/ t»Ki 
cEfte 4c49 no6ie l^fu fbirf/ an>nmt eg 
|)ei(utu / Su Cno a ttol3 '9t io fnona/ qo 
fotK5it5ee«t>tcfjfi feSeris ntifhRnseCiu 
ii[ftel«odi0m^m9 natuifiil tKfam9 tonS 
n<7ct turfid«/ai) nti OiffiOSda tt 9({p6i / 
affintiaCae ft t we fcaantp6f imffu nof 
en r>>S>o>«/q&2 (5 e( ft 9tm ^mrcatt 9tai 
ivm at fartoiu jahtit oimfo jto nttS fee 
69/ i nrm 9«p(0 at itop« outei&fie d 
iuttfSitSwiminutonS pCane set/'quia fc * 
mS t» nuKu (tECu f? ^oitBia fccn (uta ^IM 
ftma/ *ff«muim9 o»a/ atq? fSs ft quttii 
tioftain<9 fynMSamuijet a!> CetiiuoCicia n> 
8Mrgta95/«aqHa ipf« 6us fco(ftnW/w 
gafiim9/ ^ie Sc cnuRe no (ittte aO minui 
txtfTuw? tSfuCfti ft o6Ciuif(i toiQ que (0 ft 





iatn andra rcripfinimtte/fiinn); cum ftta 
^c «m(bt« fcpe oitiqj cgtwrnue/quo quit 
Otm iv) timtx>alntc oucum jxc tc c|f u)uni/ 
ntc motftii auee/nec Qo(ii« o6r<|T'>*/ ■'no 
tie occCamftis quiosm / Cuftto R|)>ontie 
cg^tftmotifc nofimt not) n) (tnifx>R/ot)( 
<imo attionun) t)WnanMum tuOiw/ (e9 it) 
CiKi fint efp M!)i6itaa / f»|i tuntum mt 
fen(»mli»li ptunum tiuium mnCciq/pe^ 
^effuD) ?ofle>i)/2(gnoramu« oRte/quac 
nquatfia catumntqtisi mtio inucnfo fii / 
<UM) &( a ptitKipia te laam optaffe aie I 
«» qttan^ fi antt CcKum ^i6i(i ti f uiffci 
muc faaC: quiouie « 6e o6(iiuriff«nue / 
S)U ttgaiiada tnintms tccipieiiitt (ft/&tb 
tnin; noSie Ma nuR9 nesan quttBii qni 
9iO«i< qudt funi conrccudi/eg quigu* a'/ 
nimu^nso noe 6iu« and tsXumI et.pvti 
(iimpto (dCi niaon).^«caaa nafiimaim 
cn!>i> £»« cCatiue apcaxtlTH tfixt fi fho 
(Kpetnoe^it eg^iliimate ^tee / ^CeSia 
}>i»ftt(o quoi as a)na»9Mtt)/qua!> tiO fbci 
«9u« nofiium 96rnuan9Hni (Ufinticnt 
<n«e « (tiftne (oiif ^f|^/<< cun; <uo om$ 
(«K ftjit Oim)! esiffr / miit ptrtctta «m^ 




iiimamui fbn / inoCuimue aa anrooi* 
tttSat ptsgRSi/ quonia cSco:&tat/ee ttRi 
mtnimgfadmSt ^tit) attnm taCbe / 2q 
qna cu fffcmtw/it q; ni^iftmuntit M ium 
(na no$;e mttftnaci ^><ni»min/Su<Bmat 
conim .fincana (Sins 3nf2Kia/<3(« no« 
«|Uoe a GcKo aS^anc rt><^c;/i,tio6te {xni 
6i« infcve/aiKtft) iam tndtfe i'mpia ottita 
iflaui(ii/€( ?ino|!t<i») (r oimli/ fbe^uc 
q; n9<2i3 *6(inia(um (Cotiue ptx^noMf 
%M quid p<t ft (nfft f utmne/&ttti CaCa 
StS 3>u$/(t)sttn<iiio pnacfin^ene agtiafi 
fc«i«ie/n««x><H/A no6i« |)(«)t / ct.fl tem> 
0i«imu« Aima it) noe fe tonwtfitS Alfiii 
ncmit I (ptttmmwt tion tniuikimino 
yutfansa pinfiafcSii / (potitamu* focciiir 
nefiw q^ a» nS^ fiaiuS iif>6i$a( cc(«n 
(!one initu «ca(/iuut»Ca<ii/(^o(cmmne pa> 
iAiKaetna A ft fticbte iua op<iino/(< Mo 
no0<Q (ui^oi )Kt %e*e ASn>rie no^rac 
(mnfiftim cntx/ 'Hot) fiomue ftimcv ptopt 
ftna cfi! fituo «A(i» (no nott ngfiis pet > 
fu«(li mnntdiam a6) pawntumm j^fi 



tnUffmam cCaffem hj 2(j)nt<om/«t »j«t 
atmi) n) nofimm otftnfionnn / tcofptimt 
f^ianfmi^umm I omnee ^inc (^fin 
qmn) pnmum ntmiiucum/ 'ttoe pnruaf! 
9l>cc fc motiti / $( a» conco:$iam S^uatq 
ilifUHi aSOiiccne not) ?t bSum csd^we/ 
(mnfiium minime (onaffimue/fci) not) (9 
)X>(1(i»a{iquaiimmo Bi(Cuti)aoR(iniacDn« 
(m Wit> tsaitutt) (|I/ Oocnii tctrn but; ^i 
ma6te n) ogtum (Komanum/pTcmq; on>i 
{a ti) ocuCw nofins oonfti^fa ccepif/cnrtra 
In r«6uc64a (Komanif t»|ui(/cemmc<i<ua 
fca« mimqj MncEufif/f a«um of c« ()«»« 
qut» intRiontiHe r««> ^q? oe itifa mo«nia 
«m( cSfWnwHrt/iSfcOifio aimi fbiifqj » « 
m(/cf*8riqj (Komaiiojlilpuwiu n no6ie tt 
fcsratit/omnin niifem/rt iij oifnimiM e> 
earn %<n« noflmc coiir<ifti6i emnf / 06 to 
(btu g> Mi faiifw tiiw&imtrt / (p (t <utic <> 
e«fc«t«a5mffem9 tii^iC ptoftrfo c5<m IM« 
mo&ftjm out arfu") fuifi«</ «« cii jst fttft» 
MS c< omdjtw) (uu atigiRa pet ft mfi»ii« 
fwOBnenoeie a6i6> I rt praniffa pcft«» 
wue / (pKtm^e h) Casione 9t(e 



I 



Vi rgtomft oina«i; cen|2iAi(i fi6i M Jn 
Bmurn oHHigttantwm conftnfiwmMe/Qfti* 
q; noi; wuoaonc ac jcb hj hoc Aio /fco nr 
(eSum Jfcccanoe fcCuctxAir mifi^i t»fl 
fci maCa ctaffk-m i nuatiaam 6in%m at) « 
quanA}/ quoc minus aO i» quoa (tmuCd; 
be infiiriKta/ %C Snum ^mmeiq ttfngit 
fjmmo ^fiiCin? t$«R)6tm amnKue Angif 
^(afimqj cdiiotm ipfo") cEafffem ti) J»» 
TOriam atcanimi Vt ft£ ftim qMifqj )jetft« 
(ia( ti) (cKum iftttahcnfc tioi) 09 nofZri 
tiftnrtontm earn omntm fuifft Rim)xiin(Ji 
Sl^q; cum nuSum au$tCmm (s ctofpt c« 
infmo^i ^Buetimue Ifpttatarme ft qui 
?i^/m/equi<«m / )!«aift<m/?yin/)»onimf 
muni |i(i6<um (xfcn^onc i«>n<R eg fxera 
MCtCne/quampctmu))) <Kc&t^m tniit«(tr« 
font a no6is tnige «nMi )x(i6im/ Cum fu 
to <qui<iSu» noSie tq tsintie atami^fiS? 
artCtifu66 amttffutum/qui not) a» jfo* 
tntiant/ fcS M etgntiinlaECum ionr<Mtn( / 
fcniitie 'Sitiq; ostOifttt/pnme&imtK ( (\i 
gnbe bice acn9/4ni(im9 (ai>e nofltii qe ft 
o»a(bK W niie ftt6ie/t quof qujififqi ft» 
fattmut |Xawfli« esponettt/ ?ol!(u q; tu 
« 9 



fitie miKfiS; )S<imf/€s(<»s<f2> fit <i) «a vt 

ftti&s m opetn no^m CtSu ^«aaiwn(t 
(beu(aftit/0imuC St mns'iS noi« (ui nof 
&m :fFu3me/f»fI Scnodna pjfi dui6i<f 
nrtcSi/ )B0^ CeiwumAim na6iaffimae/$3/ 
IK r/dui(atce amif7ae/t»fi 6)i miftfts nof 
(n>3 pafatu (Kottttum it] %& ipfa comof 
tatce/ftSn )x(irq| aSfuptbe/mtfirti (Ko&i 
film flntmitidjtt tcinCi tniCilirm ftne ^i f j 
)Xii9i«/36i ti) nofhs cgndftitnfiaumttW/ 
t( ixcuttia ^aCnfino mitiU tnBttenta itoq 
I»mdauri%e*£rutttp6i/«<tmnum apof 
(bCiatit) tseoHrmm «0eo f iii(/?i nif! otn* 
ip|i ttofiet eS no6ie mf(S iiricdn(</B( 6uv 
nixtift 9»r<t&in tsctoCit og^ttcCAit nor 
M fXDfMo Dtm (RomatiA ttS foCtamus / 
SlufiHe tgiCut ttiis Mo6is VUimiS steti / 
quae 6>inS a ft asio iStifemCiftt noSio «; 
titofofti ^ft 6*0 tiwtu el 6totH e^a/ nS cri 
nu^ iKa to(Mifi («tnue*i)<a fi 6io>II it) ntS 
tgRdAi otafbne et pmiieidma/tmSo fM 
6 e(]i; confKsntOum aatamtm&nl cS^fte 
^neoBtcsantf itct/etapra ote tt mai^ 



SMoti* nunquditt au( rxvaSngefcron'' 
(u8ffe(/ cpmfCi^auimue 1i) agm (ftamoi 
noes«M6itt)itKo2Uivqm6u« ^utonSne 
ftlhumquoq^aCiquaiite pwfCisauimua 
9ttumq;! fane Cio immotteCi aw%n/%i 
n eebmue omnia/ 41eqjaStt(tfu« nefipi 
foe (ettumnunquomgcffi|ii/ qui t»ttiS9 
nofina (cmixi: ftinif]e iactifoe / £ona(i)« 
q; fuifii noqmoCDOoScgqe tiidnie/ e( M 
mfetifSaf 6iie/^Hm «mm 9iii • ftcs nof 
(innoettAitfiin/ 6otum finmctiomniuiv 
eaMm fnde ouiom oECiA fuMnmue/ fttQ 
cum i»(i 9ict«nam i|)fam/ n«6i» Mmoea 
tutrffarium ISirum fiiif^ iQ nofiwe fuS} 
title I 6 (0>um nouiffimam KbffiaiKm 
amma{>uc(llcn/cf|';q;paip(c«M o))Ue eifi 
Qgnt miCitiCuc 6iie / iSti (iiotum maninfii 
aimin;a6im)iefiettiti(yn«c txoinia lucgm 
(ia «» compCurcuftctica ftmri t»6(t«fify 
qitotum oaffu pn (noe acoeftntA/omnio 
nofim ft) tSie punicnsie S)(un6i6 fnifjra 
fotfil / « aftmu amiffio infcoifti/ct aa 
cnunm nefit( cs<t(i6tc (oCniio (beta tfi / 
IDus faCafoum aim ($« ia6i nunfUe h) 
C5fnmj())n>Htna'ai|)fa9temi inottpotS? 



Btt^i mMJi»6i</Ottoam)omtttu ft wfio 
Rm per otntoiS 6ium c< nofiras ft(6:ma f< 
dmua / oc (|Mi9 (urn jopue f fftt jwtutiia/ 
/r/ c< miCitigue rtecutmue mc(amt<) m( 
6ieh)Jfan<i9 ntumeifficuC63tt6u3 tanfD 
(); %6ic nofime pntcuCb oCsutiD/mtCiftin 
quioeii) Vnun) aai o6qI!uiii <$ fot'xvt tri i 
6»ttc aCuifti/ia uimmo no6ie apctfe »« 
cCamfit ni^iC ampCiue ("BflOtj (mt\n^mi 
Si) noBte fufljcoi&w )»ffc fuqj h) (anfia 
pertcuCies ss t> noCie a>nfii6<6e ct oSftfi 
fie oia tm ftu9ia/omnemqf cona<um/?ii)) 
otiiiq; omticiv /not) ?i 6i a ptincipio Si'tM 
bs/o6 fttotum finium confiiuationmv^fcB 
06 fcccaiiS ncaiqfct (Komanc cccCtfi^ dm; 
Mxm (lecctcimm sii(pien!nm rondiCiTti / 
fnoQ ^c f«t »ue tior<tunt / n»i) arqui&e/ 
noi) vtCi^o/ jxjPuCat/ ?< cum foctme icfil 
fit pn> cSmntii tefcn|iotK (iaftium / Tun 
uiic 61ml axma (otm noe cu )9rncu& ntsff 
tmtii tjctii trfiquotu couttftrio/ rtnucfti 
tto6i« auf ftfiictiuerctuaffe/oiitiCeubnS 
O^nniffi I antanoSinet wmond cccfefia 
ft tion aCi{itaff« atgumcnfaenie / ©hoc 
ausifta (a noB eg fjeOtre pttpiftpi/P ttSi 



wi) infutiftil 'Hoi) «t(( dtcum coniiinctt a'l 
ftine tcamuej tun) taVi tt axmie mfeat 
Sttipicne/ taa fpantt a<q; csnftke ft a no 
bie f«iun$cne.@oK tgitin mil) cffcm?/ «( 
fbe«u«neriitl*(u ifo aixcfifftme fagiffee/ 
cenofimm auitaCem fyiftiHtit 9B(t6iffee / 
qiiio inqua noe pt» nofim Ccfcnfion«/pn> 
mit^ontetie a)»fiotiti (ioie confituiifioiK 
pio ntUm fit ti omtpa^ituin Kcugxtntiof 
ne/ac pn iufiioia tpfa / <fui» noe mquiiti) 
^onfcg IKomane cccEiefii »ignt(K(c 0^)01 
fttityafft M* «l«o9 fWmue/ 9< fdet«< pij 
<nn imccmue cuiQ 9te qui paom i(bCK a> 
m3( « no8if<uii) pni ipfatnm Rtum te)cn> 
fiont/ niq; »KH)x<ntion( omnia Tua fmeiia 
opefq? pafunttcr Omructunf/'Koi) 131611 
«t fas a<ta qmn fc^f) ai ta c<i«m a$un« 
fttie qua« iii|iiama>nrcn6inca funi/ ccn^ 
nmit/ M«|; qMoO noe %(<oiia ipfo quic f 
t{Ua not) mourai qm opiime otu fdm9 a6 
Sno Obo opfimo noSie ia(<mij "it ^c ipfS 
tjtil nunc atmmite cffitsrfmite/«noe no Si 
(iin9 St fcHw f5» gtmm9/fei>ptt6eico pncS 
imptimRm^yofl qua 9i((niano6ie »iuin« 
C Hit 



pmuicina'a tUMillfiutifata itftfhK! pio^ 
^Aim ^nefiifftmu/ XuS quoS nunc ma|^ 
tnw 0c|)tr9m$tmue not) 6iC;/qmcquio/n/ 
fhirane no6ie ptcfiififii / i» Toitt csi/h nS I 
at nttgionie/ out noltram iplitum muJS 
r«9 ?« impertttiii jf«n;arienr« e6» fttiot * ] 
(nnc/£um iom vriotn; Or in^tfififfinit li i 
mincttOKtcn (ut UcCamnt/'Koi) futt nof | 
(turn piO)]c(i6im iuftta mmms ftia cnp;« ' 
B / MOi) ftii< antqj fetEtiHi »g feSto fcrew ) 
^9 fuii ^c ipfiim/ qs? nunc eft/ fxiom hj ' 
iftitiam pli6Ci(am wnftcstc/ Skqj ccCigi* 
oni c^aftianc amfuCen / £ui nosfctmiis 
a !X0 tmotftiti / %C aiRpCJfiainsc/^C cn<( : 
(ticnOi PRt»ri(<>e/)&utciprt n> fiut>utmua J 
timptcci nunc |^c fiuumue/ 8t aOimfatt 1 
ii f)8i gmuitn imrmmttic / Ouo$ Km aO 
paocm ft ^ttaxi ni^iC «f7c aCiua qua nuc 
» mamBue fttia SidoJiam j jlbtqucrif fi'i 
mtiCq; a$ Ci6t0inrm ^fiium/ (titi <c mS( 
te vstiriii tmonr autumae/ lloi) |a(ieao> 
mimopoljumue/fanfo te eaaa iudlQif 
quoftpafttna I "it (cmprt f«imu«/c9an^ 
6i<t mon«mu«/Q< accumfi9 ab ea onia a« 
mmit tsKCigtoneciinun6i«/ncc tt wmif 



nS»t Ci6ioo « tSt KSuoaf / ^Sc qnf fi4 9en« 
(tt ptitoe/noen>')iS|i>pi«ai( (SmaifjrqKif 
6iiitm / ittom quo mogis titfini^iiQ ptoK 
niac Sim h) bSa (oCunie / c( (of duiu 6i$ 
oiii m<n(cm au&iurne/tSi<(oaS q; ipfS h| 
mant69 Qaeuede/to tnaicit 9>n*6 (f Cam 
6ta nit/ft c3munct»c<M69 nCic(i« Coptic 
(cne^§tm tbto (! baumptD(iqiU(<e/tKi 
eKt>(ii/Aa6ttGq; a ft affitmae / @ai> ft 
trnmotaCi cm CeSu jigaKa moor {$i<xa/et 
tcnfui aiqi InfnmK ft commiffuiii qitoni; 
fi R« 661 erif cum c^rtfio Z^(u <xo nofito 
ii citM (itncta ttcftfia pto cuine ^Dnon tt 
tgflmfione Jf cottiar tic69 oi69 siuime tt 
^umoirio <)9ii)m9/£ai inquam (jSi ne / 
cam nCtquie i6>Ci(|n(cnAi66iM / qui m 
cGiftS Bn«( ifotia >pif£ f ft tobfhcdin nS 
(intnt/SN6re aurom iniUftii/eeCCi! iCeidtu/ 
<snftn crii c< fknninM pusuaa/ltoe eteii) 
(a iuQida (butmuo/aiufa C^nRi c(i/Cu 
iu» no« 6)di qtiSquS tsigni ftmmue h] 
fnzie/ Softiffl ifi>Ciam centm ft acamram 
ptDuooilIi/ 3^i niM ^*<<>> faanoR %< 
P(iae/c( cctupafo nfti6iae/rhs c^ofiiats 
«i6}{ino i|»tto%i)rutim»o«ta/eSe tftinr 




ft aCAiriuo ai actninfbtdv t»fiue ciuam 
tut afoiifotcm 6k imntj Wtminstie 6fe 
C«tc fiA :£i(cifctiim txtfMioiKit) ^iS&mi(at 
ftit) Digtiimftm nc cstsffenfiamfwixtoinf 
nee an^cfiie an(> Capfiim ^$uifr«/f«B r«i 
j»t6ia cCci&im BjCuiffs cjMttnri Bumifta * 
turn « 5«>;wf7«m «f[e Sfqj it) profnttDiim 
flSifTi/OOrntot ft£i «) nwnftm StBum f(iE# 
uottnt* noftti / ©uwm «f< fi6< eoirtm (iif 
muCum caCotma / mrmincrie Rtitmtmi) 
apor<aCicatnm/qui6ue ante Cpofca e;WDm« 
mum«ti/t<((&i(ti/<« anat^nnaeijafi runt/ 
{^ pnapiK/ qui Sncatiam Ciuiiafen) nof 
torn occMjjate nitHiiftir / Til) fufyfof i 
(nctne fie i»trnie ipfc ^'cnia/Ci 'Hoe w 
fine caCiimnmn focivae %fet(i auf tusn t 
fiae SAfc/nuaiis tt ifia melius fdf /nuquS 
nvo smif?!* ^ 9(<r<>/na no6ie faS(i6ite/nS 
fuaac(i6;/n5 c5dtaii6; ^ arTcne/^scecKS 
mouifti /fmo cotm m«e « 8)Eu(«t« noffeS 
noeifq? infcno/ ncttJ m Coiiiime cnii^qttjl 
»nc6En) mOcic ^tctit/SbCutfTe noe cfe ccctSi 
(ic/¥o/ atmt»6iia9m)j»«?oe9or5en;/nfq? 
Sirioria t manu Co&w ici(<a6ii0910i<no/ ^oc 
nim cat a9imi(q;^@«(Ue !mo:t%>fte sc? (^ 




cS «gtS«/f8 quo p«i fodfe »»f]r« Ziftfut 
%t qtii ?Kiffc Siostie 6Kiii ami(!ffc Wow 
tie qua(u pe ptogtcfp MtS ngresi wgano 
q!>2 fi CeHit ptnfcqucne nt i>ii6t(c* ipfS %< 
fcna CH S»>5 «i9q; fiiSfa/ fetoWoa a» no« 
aft) )jttuctoa/<£tuaix ft Stfe<(c fi& e0a a(i 
qj c<ia ^26imHt/Rqumm9 / 1( monem9 1 
aSio ?t cog(6>iiS«a tfiae tancs Mponae/cn 
pioiftitce cff nnee ccnpercne/atina teuoKC 
jgmmS 0imi<6i6/a>ftf (to p«r ft »pto ttf 
tidiae q:>; r>>>< < polfiSeSu otiq; (laquUtt 
nttquae^ce \aam i&Ke avliicfarie/ j^cq; 
mi fti( ftttufq; iftifte quicti cofuCae/ aCto; 
quh) noij »iffimHta6tm9 «pft9 ©piriftiR* 
69 c( t5o669 armiB ^ttwts coftti ft/W lio 
6ie «8P»ieei ^(»6t6it/rtiu(JidafitaO»6i</ 
OtS «iti (ctctu Commaoi R6i!» ifia 5 Jnimiii 
^t/umanal mmiil itsti^iofalti a ^pnfitatto 
itimiMOftenapotfcrfiqucn) c^nfltttn »t9q? 
Vicatiu in(utl(pa(i!m ctgo i i6>((a puS^ 
tii B>C«imM6/'St fimuC feKotH tiutioe nut 
am9/(timtC qtti Rr<i(iii>m9 oia et nipuS / 
(ppianc %iifi6 ?m6? 9fm tmanifJToe ^f^ 
fce cofuCam9y©a«i jomc W ectc Cgsjn/ 




eigmpttmi *i<ftmwm SgufMfJimt 
ni puiBtia Oomett ai fonciifTtmS jDomis 
miti^noricum ^tsAim/omina prauittit « 
on t»n6fi<iim quai6im 



Ciitt moiic(|iiii%(q? pet HCfiime ^a|!inc« 
fifoe mnfiantn mo0eiicq;&3imue/quic$ 
quio egche Ccge fconia Storatn nofiti nof 
(nfqjnga fcecm a)»fioCiaim ({ f^6;n6ua 
t( Kan66tie mcntio ittgCt<<ie / duiCi fttii 
tnueonimo/ Si foCuenbi ct Cigqnei po^rf 
^ (a8itHjtdam iij ^c gcnen conaffo/no 
Sie {a( «fi / nuECa cuCpo mftm aaiUffi / 
noe 9t oefiibirae/qtit noftcisfumfmaa 
nolitte egrta'dt c( cCaffc / ^ipemii) quant 
tiu)xr h) (iito ^0 nopifii/ que ft nunc in; 
Rlicbf ptnfltjairimue / ncq; 661 opiSua 
nofitie wfmrnu* / ?( ft ac fcosm ofoftoCif 
nm fummo cum nofJto incommoBo c< pen 
cub (ufawnutl<noi)^ei)elmr)pixfa>ian)l 
ttoq <DECufi«nem o6^atieno6iepi>(te/qu( 
fi/^f ^tmmue/otttnia/ it) ccconaKati* M 
>nia« 9ipw9>nKe / nit ft noui ctepec^n 
(fft pu^ieif/qHi ^n(i! ii) co* Cnquto* rg 
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quiSue fstem«/iaMne;0^ AS me otiii 
n« f! (i6i KctR t)u^ qin VuS tti gttie hi 
fitnie/racto (Seti fbedmi/ac psda ttsa9i* 
tad/aj ft tliS jxtimP ^/ft ]nui(i)/))cit<{ d/ 
ttiaio>t6; nite / intttq; a/ n«6i6 ^^ffi }mi 
Siu/faCuA nofim cri/puSfia Otsnidiie (n< 
foti )x>rfim9/1toBie ni^iC Vne/aS StUfl fuif 
tnc;/^ (<S fiui(/«i<tnfq;{tto<tiK|nti!mn3 
tnin9$ CciCu negi moione nH mq; noe 9il 
^ ftBG fii))(im9 nifi ?< eg to f n«»nSfti |» 
n'e 3niwwm9 / ItupctJnS propagnSi aipw 
»if«fe 3mpcir^7fct> ^eOB fifttftitia nofire ca 
ft tiutc AC monitvtc pu3nauim9/^ * <x / 1< 
1106 »(ii<ui«/foaftiftt noe (Mats mS Jttti 
mgfcrto/no Sic«m9 ^ to? fimoetc pnc? ito« 
£io poffis/c) id fi((aaff?ucm(iSe/]tim )»( 
no o6<ut&i6/ i&oc pcft^ fti« farfifeft tiunx 
Viejtquo oto fenmue/mo (tCicteti atq; (t 
gnifoti ii(S/eaa9:<e/o|xe/9iia dumle&K 
te notid ItxBitu innS nrg^e/ Ccmu&io 
jp Nia i fac(ifot{ ftia oB(cniodafqu$ icoCu 
me/ft ft crta !ie(Ji<H(>/o6Cmw«im9/£an!a 
in9 cSfiEiit pacie/i q iwc ;tic5ftad«/iicc»ot9 
nee pttftsta &t|c6it^qtte HtgnitatS ntS tci 
tiue0iciin3iminuat/quattmq;cein9 p(i9 



tfuS am'piam?/SeiI<i; op&mS majne qua 
fisiana iSa cgpnoutioe atfeftamuxitt fuzi 
taa litis coaOe (cp^jtS?/ c< oB c cc8t(ia 6ia 
cfitta tepeSc neqfia/'Hoe / c< fcSc apCici! << 
fnistfa (ii: figit eccfefU/ftiftiii tut comeSn 
in?/ii( MtftCiCi^ftimuCi? onSftic/ ne ^ 
XCtin? i c^nfiiSoe fcuiCOi/octupaSiq; ita 
tialaiaxfit focEiufe i ^c tuo pobficata pa) 
tiatUtf Oiut Old ptoft co^mm9/ct q!>2 ao 
no« a(6n<</eo min9 moCeffe n«» Caftiti fii) 
ni9/qna cSmoSiue rs ^ie (aufte no6ia (ui 
(bn nt puSQa me ftatu tmStil^tn9 ntf 
qjoipotce Ocue iS>Sctifoi< 6ie eci &i8> << 
e^Sptb 46; pnee ptofiiim/e< fuo nufti ciicto 
9t^ona(/')(oe 6if ta Snoe ! fiori t^fiiac 
jljpujnafiSt ftcfAfi/fcRia q! af|iK(t «ip ; 
idCtmio/«< puSCiot « pnuate mnftwe ttoi) 
9H6i(!iuimue/3i»m (nn(b rni^iue inpof^ 
fttut^/quSfe p««Cicm9 ne ttgiiHi/tfftceM 
n/MiQ 9i ^tafmnut/tpce epi6u« o6>n * 
tntt»ltl fatiie fofen/ (i fitti utitcx not) po> 
(taf/«3«idemu(/ v;an(um vaSiaa tt no; 
6ie p»(tt<« apo^oCice ftsi qnonAim i^ i 
fn{ttui(ml(fatm(ttm«g radio r<n(i(H«9;M 



(juotutt) trie a fumwio (pont^m ©ig* 
duftcfo ee 0acn) eatttnaCintqCtttegio 
M SIKufirtnimum 09(m(i«nim warn 
Zoamem mooitiQtim (bfientici; 06 ivf» 

foe/ 06 ^ntoncnfe MCH19 rur«pA*t))/<ott; 
fmpte r><ii</]m^afje|XclbiC!iemt(ii)£a;;« 

eamcftonu Qp«e(<i; jEaunaAtm/ hj tb«(i « 
tn(ina(2cno, 

Ciut )wf|Un(')ttano cum CiaiDttr ibqiii 
S|n3«nve tttent tnCtie ea ftdptax^aam 
Sq qHi6ua> insrnq ccpio magna 'Sijee 

SI*ifttpn6N)o magnomm CMnumm/ 
pfitfu(iftitu/)»tuaiSq; 

(K< )»/i/»)w6ti(«/(Ko(tt<ii6 WOto^i/mM 
taftf^i/Cmte/ptootTO/jS/mflt/i/ oenfcti 
protHWftitt fanrti Watd/C* «/)/«< ctftw/ 
0aeu(/ «< opoRotttS 6mt6i/i/fottt«tm e« 
opc|2oCicS Cen«9K(ion$/<«i p/i/nti pu6As/ 





GiaS f mdcu tiofhDium (aca (Komane re * 
rilirte/ftti>fi/t«Jimati!>ue/fpo/fK«/i/t»pu 
tti8(KomoititB/f))»ii/norta/«/poii(;fTai<«o 
tiofiti/ f ©i:ifu6/iy;£c(inat»u6 gtifiie/iD 
S/i/wmiiio 3oanni / ©/(K/€/ciir/i/ra« 
tre iKomanc cccCtft* aitOm^Gea/2)ia/i/ai 
owiti/Sonrtiff/co/n/i / ©(jintiffimiie so» 
minWHORct / Cgccllcn/CO/i/ rguBtnoa 

/i/ftft« «Cp<u»im»/ign/i/©cratitifrimo/ 
CO/orC/i/&(im oitfiftiso/fua Sca/i/fuo 6«a< 
<WutoJ»iimmi (pottt/ilftimmi twnfifide/ 
JS/OO yi/roitc<ifaS» Sf<ix/(»yq&/i/6«at>r« 
(imeiMftt/«J»/ i/ faiic«ft>6ftr«ni/(»/ 
ftpw/t/ecofifuotni ftftw / ai/(^/ii&(Ji» 
8«flfiftt»im/5>/<K/i7ibommo6 iCaiOina j 
fte/9/C/i/@ctia&te coruttee/iK/SD/nc 
i/ttuewiisotum tominoium aktSinnaum/ 
©/WKtMswnyiijS^nrio t»<r/ i/loini » 
noiitonum %f2ninim (KeuntMi nt ciSrift« 
}a<ae/ti/i/?mm/ Snmmum )»n</»/rui«» 
titum yontificnn 




TRANSLATION OF THE 
SIX VERY ELEGANT EPISTLES. 



HERCULES, Duke of Ferrara, having been estab- 
lished in that Duchy by the Venetians, a short 
while afterwards violates their most ancient privileges; and 
enters into a treaty with Ferdinand, King of Naples, the 
Duke of Milan, and the Republic of Florence, which by 
the Venetian treaties was not allowed. The Venetians 
demand reparation. He refuses. Pope Sixtus IV., abandon- 
ing the treaty with Ferdinand, gives his support to the 
Venetians. Ferdinand, indignant, with the view of 
drawing the Pontiff off, provokes him with wrongs. The 
Pope exhorts the Venetians to make war upon the Duke 
of Ferrara. This they do, and harass the country both 
by the river Po and by land. Ferdinand, considering that 
stronger measures should be adopted, induces Alphonso the 
younger, Duke of Calabria, to ravage the borders of the 
Roman States with war, and Sixtus asks help from the 
Venetians both by sea and land. The Venetians send a 
powerful fleet for this purpose, besides a large sum of 
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2 EPISTLES. 

money both for horse and foot soldiers. The Pope^ 
although far superior in force, had he any desire to 
use it, asks the Venetians for the services of Robert 
Malatesta as general in the campaign. He, with fifteen 
hundred horse-soldiers, leaving the war in Ferrara, flies to 
the succour of the Pontiff. The fleet lays waste the entire 
coast of the kingdom. The Venetian Commander, Mala- 
testa, routs the Duke of Calabria with all the Royal forces. 
.A triumph for this was celebrated at Rome. The Pope 
repents of this victory, which he declines to follow up, 
fearing that the. Venetians might become inflated with the 
double glory of having routed the King and of having 
subdued Ferrara. Negotiations for peace aild a treaty 
were at once commenced between him and the King's 
confederates. The Venetians molest Ferrara as much as 
possible, and, after capturing nearly all the neighbouring 
towns, invest it with a blockade. The Pope not only makes 
peace, but enters into a fresh treaty with their enemies.. 
He also sends a legate with forces to the assistance of the. 
Ferrarese, under the command of the Duke of Calabria, 
who had previously been defeated, and who now enlisted 
five hundred Turks in the service of the war. Meanwhile, 
the Pope writes to the Venetians and exhorts them for 
the sake of the peace of all Italy, to lay down their 
arms, restore the captured places, and raise the siege of 
Ferrara. The College of Cardinals writes to almost, 
the same purpose. The Venetians, both on account of the 
Pope's dignity, and the disgrace of the violated treaty, 



entrust the answering of these demands to Bernard 
Giustiniani, soldier, orator, and procurator of St. Mark's, 
who, because he was most eloquent and wise, and because 
he then held principal place in the Senate, was considered 
by all persons to be the best qualified to perform that 



To OUR BELOVED SON THE NOBLE JOHN MOCENIGO, 

Doge of Venice, etc., Pope Sixtus the IV. 
Beloved Son, health and Apostolic benediction. Since the 
time when we were first advanced to the dignity of 
head of the Church, by the Divine clemency, though 
with insufficient merits of our own, we have ■ deemed 
nothing more important than by the utmost care, the 
utmost ingenuity and industry to promote the interests 
of peace, both because we thought nothing more in 
accordance with the duty of our position as a pacific 
Sovereign, and because we saw nothing more salutary for 
the Christian community violently attacked by the most 
cruel barbarians, and afflicted with very great and con- 
tinual disasters. Inflamed with this desire, not only have 
we urged Italy to a mutual agreement of opinions — sending 
for the ambassadors of its potentates more frequently — 
but we have exhorted, and again and again invoked. 
Transalpine princes and the most remote nations through 
legates and Nuncios sent to them for the same purpose. 
But if at any time we have been impelled by injuries from 
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any quarter to take up arms contrary to our fixed habit, 
when spiritual threats were of no avail, we have done so 
reluctantly and under provocation for the preservation of 
ecclesiastical liberty, for the sake of which we ought, if 
necessary, to sacrifice even our life. And this, indeed, has 
been done with the intent that, after the settlement of 
affairs by war, a wished-for peace may follow, such as we 
have always advocated in our mind, and have longed for 
with heartfelt craving. But when, contrary to our desire 
in this respect, Italy some months since, with the co- 
operation of the enemy of human peace, engaged in a 
dangerous and grievous war, and the madness of war had 
reached such a pitch that we also righteously provoked for 
your sake were subjected to numerous losses and hard- 
ships, and lost many of our cities and towns ; when 
we saw the City of Rome infested with a blockade, 
almost the entire country laid waste, its inhabitants 
roused into sedition against us, our shores harried by 
a hostile fleet, our city cut off from provisions, right of 
passage prohibited to those who from every nation on the 
globe were accustomed to travel to Rome, so that the Roman 
Court was being ruined ; when we saw the ecclesiastical 
revenues of our brethren, the Cardinals of the Holy Roman 
Church, and of other prelates intercepted, many of our own 
servants in open rebellion, acting hostilely towards us, 
Ferrara, a renowned city of the Church, placed in manifest 
peril, and all Italy aflame with intestine war ; when also 
our very dear children in Christ, Ferdinand and Isabella, 



the most wise and pious Sovereigns of Castille — considering 
and pondering in their minds how afflicting to Christendom, 
how pernicious to the Apostolic See, how perilous to the 
Catholic Faith such disturbances must be, on account of the 
schism in the Church of God, which by some was already 
being effected — induced by a pious zeal for universal 
concord sent to us to humbly beg for peace ; when our 
venerable brethren themselves, when the Roman People, 
and other ecclesiastical cities, and also the other potentates 
of Italy supplicated, and implored us with the most urgent 
prayers to the same effect : — we have deemed it right to 
comply with their highly honourable aspiration, especially 
since this is in accordance with our original resolve and 
natural bias in favour of procuring and securing peace. And 
we have fallen upon times in which nothing is more to be 
desired, nothing is more necessary than that Italy should 
be at amity within itself, should lay down its arms, restore 
what has been captured by either party, put aside hatred 
and revenge, and rest in mutual tranquillity ; if we wish to 
be truiy Christians, if we desire to defend and protect our 
liberty, our fortunes, the worship of God, and our religion, 
than which nothing ought to be more dear to us, against 
that most cruel nation of Turks, which is now threatening 
the destruction of Italy, Wherefore, since we are per- 
suaded that both you and your renowned Republic are not 
averse to this common good, since you have at all times 
loved peace, and sought to remove all causes of discord, we, 
seeing that all the other States desire and ask to be united 
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with us in mutual tranquillity, exhort you with paternal 
affection to give your adhesion to this holy and desirable 
unity, to lay down your arms, to restore your conquests, to 
abandon your hostile proceedings in Ferrara, and no 
further assail our city aforesaid with war and siege. 
This truly will not only be worthy of your supreme 
wisdom, when you consider in what danger all Italy is 
involved, but it will be so honourable and glorious for you 
that you will obtain immortal praise from all men. At the 
same time, we offer not to be wanting in prompt and swift 
justice to Your Excellence, should you have complaint to 
lodge against the Duke in question. 

Given at Rome, at St Peter's, under the ring of the 
Fisherman, the nth day of December, 1482, in the twelfth 
year of our Pontificate. 

L. GRIFUS. 



to the most illustrious prince lord john 
mocenigo, the most worthy doge of venice, 
our very dear friend, the cardinal, bishops, 
Priests, and Deacons of the Holy Roman 
Church. 

We, the Bishops, Priests, and Deacons, by the Divine 
mercy. Cardinals of the Holy Roman Church, to the most 
illustrious Prince, the Lord Doge of Venice, with our 



sincere affection in the Lord. How much our most holy 
Lord and we have not only always loved the peace and 
quietness of Italy, but have with all Care, industry, 
and zeal exerted ourselves in that cause, is manifest, we 
think, to the most humble as well as to wise men, from 
the many very evident proofs which His Holiness wisely 
and truly puts in writing ; but chiefly from the fact that 
in former years His Holiness and we, being most anxious 
for the quiet of Italy, chose to prefer peace of any kind to 
a war in which the Church had by far the advantage. 
Of this indeed we make the more account, because we 
saw that such war was carried on contrary to the wish and 
intent of His Holiness and of us, through the very great 
desire of Your Excellency. Who then would not in the 
highest degree praise both His Holiness and ourselves, if, 
persevering in our laudable resolution of procuring and 
maintaining the peace of Italy, we have substituted 
universal peace and concord, very much in accordance 
with the persuasions and supplications of the Serene King 
and Queen of Spain, through their Ambassadors sent to 
us for the purpose, and at the desire of nearly alt Italy, 
for the present and dangerous war in which those losses 
and hardships to the Siege Apostolic and the Holy Roman 
Church, which, His Holiness recites, have been sustained 
on behalf of Your Highness? Truly no one but a 
disturber of peace itself and of the Christian religion. All 
these things His Holiness and we have done so much the 
more willingly, because we readily believed that, as in the 
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former war you were inclined towards peace, so now Your 
Highness would be prepared to accede to a common and 
mutual concord, to the restoration of conquests, after the 
example of the other Italian powers, and to the laying 
aside of hatreds and revengeful feelings. We therefore, 
with all the earnestness in our power, exhort Your 
Excellency, who have always been accustomed to destroy 
the seeds of discords, that, like the other Principalities of 
Italy, you should yourseirdesire to accede to this common 
concord, so opportune for thwarting and ruining the 
designs of the enemies of the Catholic faith, to lay down 
your arms, and to raise the siege of Ferrara, that renowned 
city of the Church; for the execution of which, should 
Your Highness give orders, as from your singular justice 
and wisdom we trust and hope will be the case, you 
will consult the well-being of the Christian community, 
and the quietness of all Italy, which is now in very great 
peril, and will remove all suspicions of a desire for 
domination ; and finally you will achieve praise and 
immortal glory among all people. Moreover, as His 
Highness writes, should there be anything to com- 
plain of concerning the Duke aforesaid, besides the right 
judgment of the Supreme Pontiff, in which he is little 
likely to fail, we promise that we also will lend our 
assistance. May Your Excellency fare well. 

Given at Rome, the i6th day of December, in the year 
of our Lord 1482. Under the signatures of our three 
seniors in order. 
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To SixTUS THE Fourth, Supreme Pontiff. 

We have received the brief of Your Holiness with the 
reverence and devotion that were becoming, as we have 
always been accustomed to do. We have learned from it 
the causes which seem to have urged Your Holiness to 
desert our alliance and court peace and alliance with our 
common enemies. It exhorts us, moreover, with paternal 
affection and many most polite phrases, to enter into a 
peace with the other potentates of Italy, and next to 
abandon the war against Ferrara. Truly, Your Beatitude, 
we have already through our Ambassador said what we 
thought of the peace and alliance concluded with our 
common enemies. To repeat this at present does not 
appear to us to be worth while ; since such is the decision 
of Your Holiness, to whom ail laws, divine and human, 
on account of your supreme wisdom and incomparable 
learning, are very well known. Would that they may so 
profit Your Holiness and the most Holy See. This, however, 
we must declare, namely, that that affair would be no slight 
trouble to us, did not our old custom towards all the former 
Holy Pontiffs, and especially Your Holiness, admonish us 
patiently to bear whatever it may please them to decree, 
to rescind, to do, and afterwards to hold as not having 
been done ; and had we not besides the hope that 
God Himself, the Supreme Judge of human affairs, as 
with Just eyes He beholds these same things, will, with the 
arm of His might and justice, not desert us in this trouble, 
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especially since He has not deserted us in far more difficult 
times. Your exhortations to peace, most Blessed Father, 
full of goodness and wisdom, are worthy of the Pope and 
the common Parent of all. If, however, it becomes us, his 
children, to speak to their parent, with as much freedom 
as truth, they should be proffered in due season, that best 
test of human actions. For we shall not fear to declare 
this first of all ; that we and our predecessors have always 
so cultivated peace, that never have we had recourse to 
arms, unless provoked by the greatest injuries, or in order 
to keep faith with our allies, which we have always con- 
sidered of more importance than any dangers of our 
own ; neither at this time have we regarded any one as an 
enemy, except the Ferrarese violator of the treaties. We 
shall not dwell upon his ingratitude for the innumerable 
benefits conferred by us, not only upon his ancestors, but 
likewise on himself, whom with our forces and our money we 
settled in that Duchy, And what return has he ever made us 
for such great deserts ? This may be due to the ignorance of 
a man who contemns all human rights. But what did he dare 
to do immediately after his entry into the Duchy ? What 
none of his predecessors had ever dared : to infringe our 
lights in Ferrara, to vex Venetian citizens, to abolish our 
magistracy, and finally to burst into the Venetian borders, 
and so into the Duchy itself. For five years and more was 
he exhorted with paternal words to repentance. If these 
things do not testify to our patience, not to say softness of 
disposition, and almost cowardice, there would be an end to 



all fair judgment Your Holiness is witness, to whom at 
the decline of the year we related these injuries. You may 

remember how irritating they seemed, how intolerable you 
thought them, and were roused even to vengeance in con- 
sequence ; but chiefly to attack with arms by land and sea 
the enemies of Your Holiness who were In league with the 
Duke of Ferrara ; with what fidelity therefore, with what 
zeal and magnanimity did we enter upon the war for your 
dignity and profit, and those of your Holy See. We omit 
to speak of the auxiliary forces of horse and foot, as many 
as were asked for, most liberally furnished for that purpose 
at our cost ; but most of all, that yery strong fleet of almost 
eighty triremes and ships furnished with foot and horse must 
be mentioned, which, running along the entire coast from 
the Abruzzi to Brindisi, (aid everything waste with fire and 
sword. Then the most noble victory gained by Robert 
Malatesta, our leader at Nettuno in the Campania over your 
enemies, and consecrated to your glory, is commemorated 
by eternal monuments in testimony of the same. What 
shall we say of our having preferred that Robert should 
leave Ferrara, a thing which has never been set down 
to our credit, and with all his troops, by a forced 
march, with the greatest possible speed be hurled against 
your enemy beyond Campania, as though we forgot 
that the forces of all Italy were united against us, and 
that Frederick of Urbino, that most renowned leader, had 
pitched his camp against our camp.' God favoured our 
pious ardour. The enemy was scattered and put to flight 
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by our leader. The city was freed from siege ; supplies 
were admitted. A triumph in honour of Your Holiness 
was celebrated, with a very long array of noble captives ; 
a more joyful and illustrious triumph the city of Rome has 
not seen for many ages past But if your leaders had pre- 
ferred to carry on the war seriously, rather than in jest, and 
to follow up the victory given them by God, the captive 
enemy would have come into your grasp, and the war 
would have been concluded with greater glory than 
ever fell to the lot of any Roman Pontiff. In the mean- 
while, we a few days afterwards, by the too early and 
most unseasonable death of Robert, were deprived of our 
most renowned leader, to the very great loss of our 
dominion. We can by no means believe, Holy Father, 
that these new treaties have so deeply taken possession of 
your mind as to obliterate from it altogether these acts of 
devotion and kindness performed by us with so many 
expenses and dangers, and the grievous injuries of those by 
whom nothing was left untried against us. But how indul- 
gent has been our disposition towards the Duke of Ferrara, 
when occasion offered, our letter to Your Holiness declares. 
We have always been prepared to receive him into our 
favour, provided only that he would restore to us our 
ancient rights and the dignities that he has wrested from 
us. Whether he assented or became more obstinate, who 
knows better than Your Holiness, whom both he and 
his allies have duped, while seeking by frivolous cavillings 
to cause delays, so that Your Holiness may hereafter think 
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it waste of time to communicate with us concerning the 
peace or pardon of any one ? We had recourse, therefore, 
to war, which indeed the omnipotent and most just God, well 
aware of our justice, has everywhere followed up with the 
greatest advantages to us. But why is it necessary to say 
more concerning our good will and the rectitude of our inten- 
tion, both because all these things have been managed by the 
hands of Your Holiness, and because they are now made 
clear, not only to Italians, but to foreign nations ? But now, 
Holy Father, that you exhort us to peace, after coming 
nearly to the end of the war, we wish for the sake of Your 
Holiness that it might be possible for us to assent, with 
dignity and regard to the safety of our commonwealth, 
to the peace which at first we not only favoured, but very 
greatly desired. But it may be granted, for the sake of 
equity, of goodness, and finally of justice, not only to draw 
attention to what other persons wish, but to what may be 
agreeable to justice. For if before the outbreak of the war 
this efficacious invitation to peace had been put forth, 
everything would have been easy ; it would have been little 
trouble, while the matter was fresh, to bring us to a forget- 
fulness of our injuries, were the doer of them penitent, which 
by the Divine law and the custom of our ancestors, and our 
own, we have always been able to erase from our thoughts. 
But after the expenditure of so great a mass of gold as 
Ferrara itself is not worth, however renowned it may be 
esteemed, after the loss of innumerable citizens, and those 
the most excellent, after holding a most obstinate enemy 
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besieged within his walls, to exhort us to peace only 
means to wrest victory itself from our hands, to yield up 
our dominion at the pleasure of our enemies, to the 
derision of the whole world, and to rouse an enemy 
dwelling in the heart of our State from madness to frenzy. 
And since Your Holiness makes mention of the Turks, truly 
when in that war we were harassed for twenty years, and 
bore upon our shoulders the entire weight of the Christian 
dangers, and when wearied by the duration of the war, 
and the very powerful forces and armies of the enemy, we 
sought for aid, nevqr did we see Italy combine to assist us, 
from a desire for the peace of Italy. But now, so it pleases 
God, we are in a worse condition than that Hercules ; 
while we are worn out, and encounter dangers in the 
war, others enjoy peace ; now when the war is coming to an 
end, those same persons rush to arms, so that, in truth, we 
cannot but suspect that they have not come together 
through a love of peace, but have combined through being 
alarmed by our victory. We do not wish to say this 
of Your Holiness, who have always had both the honour 
of God and the peace and tranquillity of His flock so 
much at heart, that on that account you have done many 
great things with incredible ardour of mind and charity, 
and would do far more and greater, were it allowed to 
Your Holiness by those chiefly who now appear to counsel 
peace. Neither do we wish to say this of the most 
Reverend Lords the Cardinals, whose most holy intention 
and desire for the common peace of Christians is perspicuous 
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and most evident, nor of the most Serene Sovereigns of 
Castille, to whom in almost all ages we have been devoted 
with the purest love and sincere good will. It should be 
said, perhaps, rather with respect to some others whom 
neither our peace nor our war can satisfy ; for when we are 
at peace, they use all arts to burl us into wars, and 
those indeed the most perilous ; when we are engaged 
in war, they cannot endure us to be the conquerors. 
What could be more unjust ? If, however, this will not 
satisfy them, truly we trust that it will satisfy Your 
Holiness most fairly, most justly, and most piously, and 
that it will satisfy our most righteous Judge, our Lord 
Jesus Christ, whose holy faith and religion for more 
than six hundred years we have defended with our 
bodies and blood, whose most holy Vicars we have 
followed with pure veneration, fighting for them, and 
not esteeming princes or kings in comparison with 
the dignity of the Roman Church. Therefore, Blessed 
Father, with due reverence, we supplicate Your Holiness, 
if any favour is left to the deserving, if there be justice 
anywhere in human affairs, that you will suffer this Duke 
of Ferrara to experience the fortune that he has pre- 
ferred. He wished for war, let him be satiated with war. 
He despised Your Beatitude, he contemned our offerings ; 
let him gather the fruit that he has deserved through his 
obstinacy. We certainly shall not yield either in dignity 
or merits by comparison with the Duke of Ferrara, 
What has he ever done or conceived for the benefit of 
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Christendom ? If we should say that we have done great 
things, we should be noted for arrogance ; modesty has 
always been becoming to words, magnanimity to deeds. 
Let it therefore be left to your judgment, and that of 
the whole world. What Your Beatitude can hope 
for from this man we do not see ; from us certainly you 
may hope something. If we have not done an5^ing 
great, still we have at times done something, and with 
God's help we hope to do more. Why should Your Beati- 
tude be displeased with our victory ? We have convoked 
no council ; we have planned no schism ; we have not 
harassed you with war. Neither up to the present time 
have we learned to attack Christians in war with an infidel 
soldiery. Truly this benefit of the Church conferred upon 
us, bought by our blood, we shall both defend with our 
good offices, and strenuously take care that it may not seem 
to be perversely applied. It has been resolved, with your 
good pardon, Holy Father, and decreed to prosecute this 
war; for as the benediction of the most Holy Patriarch when 
once conferred upon his son, either could not, or certainly 
should not be torn away from him, so we cannot but 
hope for a happy issue to that war which the authority of 
the Supreme and Holy Pontiff roused, impelled, and pro- 
voked. 
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To THE Sacked College of the Reverend Lords 
Cardinals. 

We have received your letter, most Reverend Fathers in 
Christ and l^rds, in tlie Ferrara case, and although on 
account of that Prince's ingratitude towards us and the 
injuries done us, it is altogether most bitter, we have not 
been able to decline seeing and reading it with the 
reverence and observance that we owe and always have 
paid to that holy College. Truly it seems to represent 
the zeal and diligence of the best fathers of the Christian 
religion, who seek and desire those things which, unless 
other things are involved, have in themselves the greatest 
appearance of honesty and integrity. To what we 
allude the copy of our letter to the Supreme Pontiff 
herewith enclosed will abundantly show. Your College, 
however, is most worthy of praise and the highest com- 
mendation of all for undertaking the patronage of concord, 
and exhorting all men to peace, of which we do not deny 
that once even with this Hercules we were too desirous 
after the example of our forefathers, who never waged war 
unless provoked, and desired peace so far as it was in 
their power. Now, however, so many important things 
have intervened, through the folly of some and the 
malignity of others, that to a wonderful extent we truly 
grieve that we who have always been accustomed in all 
things to obey this most holy College, and to receive its 
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exhortations as precepts, cannot obey and comply with 
your very humane exhortations. For it is necessary that 
Princes should order things one by one according to the 
quality of affairs, times, and causes. How true this is, the 
omnipotent Lord of all things has taught us, who has 
fixed a limit for both virtues, so that however inclined to 
pity. He is accustomed to punish with scourges those 
obstinate in their sin. From the beginning we felt sorrow 
for this Duke of Ferrara, and deferred the punishment of 
his offence so long as there was any hope that he would 
repent and acknowledge the injury done us. His obstinacy 
conquered our patience of five years and more. After a 
weight of gold more precious than his Principality has 
been spent, and our citizens have been wasted by the sword 
and the marshes, peace is asked for truly at an unseason- 
able time. To peace he ought at the beginning to have 
given his acquiescence, best and most honourable Lords, 
Then when the Father, most merciful and most desirous of 
tranquillity, promised peace if the son would abstain from 
injuries, he added to his sin an obstinacy which God has 
shown to be so malignant and hateful to Him, that neither 
in this world nor the next would He esteem one so 
obstinate worthy of pity. You advise that we should 
avoid the suspicion of a lust for dominion. Wisely in 
truth and paternally. But no room will be left even 
for suspicion, if we have no longer been able to endure 
the wrong of five years, the violation of treaties and of 
immunities bought by our blood during more than three 



EPISTLES. 19 

hundred years. Let it be imputed to ambition when what 
is not just and reasonable is sought for in war, or when war 
is immediately commenced without laying the case before 
the other side and giving them a chance of repentance. But 
what ground for calumny can there be against us, who, as we 
have said, have demanded back what was anciently our own, 
have called him neighbour, have peacefully exhorted him ? 
Wc put off" all recourse to arms for so many years, and 
by our mildness we daily made him more obstinate in his 
purpose. Those have disturbed the peace of Italy whose 
habit it is to disturb it, and who have driven that wretched 
Prince, deceived by their promises, to prefer war to peace. 
Not we, however, who have omitted nothing by exhorting, 
advising, finally praying that he should prefer peace to 
war : we predicted, protested that he would pay the penalty 
of his folly. For the rest that concerns our course. Your 
Excellencies will obtain information from our letter to 
the Supreme Pontiff; from which, we think, there will be 
no one of .so distorted or malignant a judgment that he 
can accuse us of being in the wrong, or of having omitted 
anything that becomes the most modest and temperate of 
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SixTus THE Fourth, Pope, to ms beloved Son, the 
Noble Man, John Mocenigo, Doge of Venice, 

Health : 

We wrote some days ago, with paternal- love, to Your 
Nobility the causes not less just than necessary which 
urged us, on behalf of thiei safety of all Italy and of the 
Christian commonwealth, to arrange a peace, exhorting that 
you should accept the same, and withdraw from the 
war against Ferrara, which, is our city, and that of the 
Roman Church, and that you should restore tbe places 
you had occupied ; and we treated with you about diis in 
the most courteous terms, hot ushig evert one word that 
could offend either yourself .or your honour. But you sent 
us a letter in reply written by you in terms far different 
from what we hoped that we should read, painting the 
Ferrarese war with many lying colours, and imputing to us 
motives which never existed, and never entered into our 
mind : and this has therefore affected us with trouble and 
the greatest grief, for it has shown that your mind and 
soul are averse to that pfeace and alliance which we had 
resolved to make among the States of Italy, and that you 
vehemently abhor them. We had hoped indeed to be able 
as often as we might wish to judge of you exactly as though 
you were the most obedient of our sons ; and thus when 
we had persuaded the other princes or potentates of Italy 
to arrange a peace and alliance, we appeared to have so 
gained all our desires, that no difficulty or trouble remained 



to hinder the attainment of so renowned an object But we 
have been deceived. Therefore we shall answer in the 
simple truth of facts, which cannot be evaded although it 
may be veiled, and which needs no artful disguise of 
words. You not only do not approve of our reasons for 
the peace undertaken by us, but you even object that we 
have abandoned our treaty with you, whereas it is clearer 
than day that it was abandoned by you and observed by 
us, who not only have observed those things which are 
contained in it, but for your sake have been brought into 
the utmost danger. Between us nothing else was agreed to 
except for the common defence of our States, nor could any 
one nor dared any one take any fresh step in the way of 
action. Letters Apostolic having been issued by the advice 
of our venerable brethren on behalf of peace and the wel- 
fare of the faith, with the most grave censures attached 
prohibiting it, no fresh step has been attempted by us, 
neither has any occasion been ever given nor pretended for 
waging war. We who with the best right might punish 
our subjects when grievously offending, have preferred, in 
order that no occasion might be given for disturbing the 
peace, to forget all injuries and to spare them. No 
potentate in Italy has taken any fresh step against you. 
You first without our knowledge took fresh steps by 
erecting ramparts and fortifications, which you said you 
had constructed within your own boundaries ; but the 
Duke of Ferrara complained that you had made them to 
almost the fifth milestone within his boundaries. Neither 
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could we be persuaded that you had done this to scorn 
us and to mock the Apostolic penalties, while the 
treaty between us remained still in force, because we 
believed that you were the defender of our affairs and of 
our honour and that of the Holy See ; not their assailant. 
As soon, therefore, as we knew of this innovation committed 
by you, we wrote to you and earnestly exhorted you to a 
composition, of which innovation had we previously known 
we certainly should have written to you before. We were 
the more courteous to you, however, in that matter because 
you answered that you had remained within the limits of your 
own boundaries, and that you would receive the Duke of 
Ferrara like a son, provided only that he were willing to 
observe the agreements which his ancestors observed ; and 
you persuaded us that your mind was not in any respect set 
upon war or the occupation of Ferrara, but on the defence of 
your own borders and rights. Wherefore since it could 
not be denied that an innovation had been made by the 
erection of fortifications during the peace of all Italy, 
although urged to the exaction of the penalties contained 
in the Letters Apostolic, still desiring with paternal charity 
to soften discords, and rather to extinguish fire than 
increase it, we exhorted the Duke himself to the observance 
of those agreements that his ancestors had made. He wrote 
back that he had made you an offer of observing those same 
agreements. But when you had signified to us that he had 
not offered in that manner, in order that nothing might be 
wanting to complete the composition to be made between 
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US, we sent the form of words in writing, which the Duke 
himself said that he had observed ; this, however, you 
denied, and therefore the ambassadors of the Duke 
himself and his confederates offered to make a promise 
under the same form of words in our consistory ; and they 
produced a letter from the whole League, in which it 
referred all controversies of this kind to us and our sacred 
College, promising that it would exactly fulfil whatever 
may be decided by us. But you, though often asked 
by us to do the same thing, which certainly in all reason, 
and especially on account of the treaty between us, you 
ought to have done, were unwilling to do so, whether 
through a distrust and contempt of reason and justice, or 
of ourselves, we know not. You affirmed that in the affairs 
of Ferrara you recognized no superior, which although it 
was plainly against honesty, against law and the decrees of 
the holy fathers, against our treaty, and in contempt of us 
and to the diminution of our authority and jurisdiction, 
still because you had persuaded us that no war, but peace 
would follow the same, we tolerated all things, and as far 
as we could always advised you and asked you to renew 
the friendship which the Duke himself offered. For these 
reasons we cannot sufficiently wonder that you have 
deliberately forgotten those things which we had pre- 
viously written to you, and which we had treated fbout 
often and long with your ambassador, at which time indeed 
neither was there any money spent, nor had citizens died, nor 
was an enemy besieged, or even declared. But you answer 
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that our admonitions were applied not in the proper time, 
the best judge of human actions, but at the end of the war, 
after so much expense, after the death of many citizens, 
after the enemy had been besieged. We certainly are 
ignorant what new sort of calumny this is that has been 
invented, when you say that you had wished for peace 
even from the beginning, to which had we exhorted you, 
we should easily have obtained anything from you. This 
excuse can by no means be received, for that we were 
cheated no one will dare deny, who knows the sequel, 
from which your intention towards us before the war, 
and your pre-arranged plan of carrying on the war 
in Ferrara, are clearer than day. And if you wish to 
truly estimate what has been done by us, you will 
see indeed that in so far as concerned concord and the 
observance of our treaty, we both satisfied you by letter, 
and often and long treated with your ambassador ; and, 
moreover, omitted nothing that we thought would make 
for your honour and the quiet of Italy, We were unwilling 
to proceed to the censure of a Bull, because you gave a 
certain hope of concord and no prospect of making war. 
In which hope while we rested, and nevertheless exhorted you 
to send us your claims in legal form, 3'ou against justice, in 
despite of us whom you knew to have a horror of war, alto- 
gether without our knowledge, advanced impious arms in 
open war against Ferrara, And that you may the more 
clearly perceive our intentions towards you and the obser- 
vance of our treaty, see what we have suffered through you. 
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The Duke of Calabria asked us for a permission of transit 
to defend his kinsman, his sister, and nephews, and 
declared that should we refuse he would direct his arms 
against us. It was in our power to give him a transit 
through our cities and territories while advancing to repel 
aggression ; it was in our power to do this without violating 
our treaty, which was entered upon only for the defence of 
our own States ; it was in our power to do so with the best 
right and with God's assistance, for the peace of Italy dis- 
turbed by you. We did not do so, however, because your 
ambassador persuaded us that peace would be quickly 
restored, and that if any trouble to us should anywhere 
arise, you would at once send hither a most powerful fleet 
into Apulia and an army for our defence, which would 
draw off all those enemies as quickly as possible. Being 
persuaded that you would do this, we altogether refused 
the transit, that you might incline the Duke to peace, not 
that you might arouse a war. No agreement, however, nay, 
on the contrary, a most bitter war suddenly sprang up. The 
same Duke advanced inarms into the Roman territory, took 
many settled towns before our eyes, pitched his camp in the 
suburbs of Rome, intercepted supplies both by land and 
sea, set on fire all Latium, and whatever intervening land 
there was, to the very walls. Now was there sedition both 
abroad and at home. Many of the Roman nobles had 
fallen away from us, all things seemed about to go to ruin, 
and we were in danger even of our life, for this sole 
reason, because we were said to favour you. But if we 
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had then wished to desert you, certainly nothing would 
have been contrived or done against us ; and when by 
letter and through your ambassador we asked for the 
auxiliaries due to us from you in accordance with our 
treaty, and promised to us, you postponed it to a distant 
day, in order that we might consent to the uttermost details 
of your plan for the storming of Ferrara. Then, not through 
your devotion and zeal on our account, but in order that 
the war against Ferrara should not be discontinued, after 
so many misfortunes, you sent a fleet, although a very weak 
one, which, only poorly furnished in comparison with your 
promise, drew off, perhaps, one man. Rather it increased the 
hostile army further. And you immediately withdrew the 
self-same fleet into Ferrara, so that «ven from this any one 
may clearly see that it had been fitted out for the Ferrarese 
war, not for our defence. Therefore, when we had no 
supports from a fleet of that kind, we hoped that you who, 
according to treaty, were bound to maintain an army of 
8,000 horse and 5,000 foot for the common defence of the 
States, would send Robert Malatesta to us, with his horse- 
men, whom we had previously earnestly asked from you, 
situated as we were among so many calamities. He had 
sat down not before Ferrara, but before Bagnacavallo. 
Letters were exchanged on both sides. Day by day we 
were more fiercely harassed. At length we sent our 
Ambassador that with our words he might set forth in 
what and how great dangers we were placed, and might 
beg for Robert with his soldiers. You delayed many days 
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in your answer. At length you refused. Then fearing lest 
by our means the war against Ferrara might be discon- 
tinued, and at the same time to avoid a great stain on your 
reputation, after the loss of Terracina, of Civitacastcllana, of 
Benevento, most noble cities of the Holy Roman Church, 
after so many soldiers of our own who were waiting in the 
city itself for the said Robert had been consumed by fever 
and plague, you sent Robert without any soldiers, and after- 
wards soldiers without any pay ; when in recruiting our 
army and distributing money to Robert's troops no small 
amount of gold was consumed, and the Apostolic treasury 
was so exhausted that unless God Himself had inspired us 
with the thought, that our troops might suddenly attack 
the enemy's army, we should now have no Rome in 
existence. The just God, therefore, gave us the victory, 
with which, however, we have been so illiberally reproached 
as though it were by your generalship and the help of your 
soldiers we had obtained it, not by the will of God. For 
if our officers had listened to the counsel of your Ambas- 
sador and Froweditore in our army, as they cried out that 
wc were by no means to engage, the whole victory would 
have slipped from our hands, and never, or only too late, 
have fallen to us. We routed in the Roman territory the 
army of those with whose support we also at another time 
routed yours. Immortal God being truly the author of both 
victories. To Him alone we owe all things. Neither have 
you never waged war against ourselves, you who boast that 
you have always favoured our side ; and you endeavoured not 
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only by colleges, letters, and your anibassadors, but in every 
way to oust us from our See. All those things, however, • 
we had forgotten in the interests of peace. But when, beside 
the victory itself, it appeared to us very necessary to punish 
our subjects on account of their recent rebellion, and there- 
fore we had need of those same soldiers of yours, they 
by command of your officers demanded a safe conduct, and 
neither by money nor favour could they be kept for many 
days ; through whose departure, hastened by your officers, 
all our desire to punish those others was frustrated, and 
the loss of Cistern followed, and at Cavi the breaking 
up of our army took place. The Duke of Calabria 
with his army having retired into the province of Campania, 
harassed the city itself with various incursions. Of all 
which things we informed you through your Anibassador 
and our letter, and set forth what need there then was. of 
money and soldiers. But when we were overwhelmed in 
such great difficulties of affairs and such great danger of 
our life, not one soldier nor one half-penny were you 
willing to grant us according to treaty. Nay, rather you 
openly declared to us that you could not supply us with 
any further subsidy or assistance, and while we were thus 
placed and beset by so many perils on your account, you 
used all your diligence, and every endeavour, and finally 
all your force, not for the safety of your own borders, but 
for the destruction of Ferrara our city, and a renowned city 
of the Roman Church. Neither our treaty, nor equity, nor 
religion demands this, since the treaty was concluded for 
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the common defence of the States. You, however, will 
now turn your arms against us with danger to our remain- 
ing possessions, and will then prove to us either that you 
kept the treaty or did not leave it, or that you had not 
alienated yourself from us and the Roman Church. What 
assistance have you rendered to us according to the treaty, 
if you have waged so impious a war, not against our 
enemies, but against us ? We certainly were not any 
longer united with you, when you, by force and arms 
pillaging our possessions of your own accord and design, 
separated yourself from us. When therefore we were 
alone, and you had so openly violated our treaty, and had 
hostilely besieged our city, what, I say, for our defence, for 
the preservation of the authority of the Apostolic See, for 
the recovery of the places occupied by you, and for justice 
itself, what, I say, did it behove us to do in accordance 
with the dignity of the Roman Church? Truly that which 
we have done, namely, to enter into peace with those who 
love the peace of Italy, and who resolved wiUi us for the 
defence and recovery of the same things to lay out all their 
zeal and resources. Therefore it does not become you to 
complain of tiie peace made, if you refer even to those 
things, which are in accordance with justice, nor that 
victory itself in nowise moves us, who best of all know that 
it was given to us by the one best God that we might 
effect this very thing upon which we are now bestowing 
our care. We have not conquered in order that we might 
always carry on war, but that we might obtain a public 
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peace, for the sake of which Divine Providence has brought 
us victory. Our intention, therefore, has been most honest 
Such was not yours, as we now to the fullest extent under- 
stand. Whatever kindness you did us, you certainly did 
not for the sake of religion, nor for our sake, but that you 
might claim for yourself the Government of Ferrara, for 
which, as your letter shows, you had long been most 
greedily watching. It was not our design to wrest 
from their just lords what belonged to them, nor finally 
to sow the seeds of war after war ; but it was this 
which it now is, to conclude a public peace for Italy, and 
thus consult the interests of our Christian religion for 
whose propagation, or at least defence, we have been 
set over it by Immortal God. This very thing has 
been our constant study, and we now so study it that 
we are intensely angry with you for opposing us. But as 
for your supposing that our exhorting you to peace is 
nothing else now than to wrest victory out of your hands, 
and at the •same time to expose you to the will of your 
enemies, for the derision of the whole world, we cannot 
sufficiently wonder that you have been led into such an 
error, in which, with paternal charity as we have always 
done, we advise you to direct your mind more accurately 
to all those things from a sense of religion, and not allow a 
lust for rule to draw you aside from considering that what 
you think derision we regard as the highest wisdom and 
the highest justice ; for, if you have spent a vast amount 
of money in these wars, have heard of the deaths 



of so many of your citizens, and have held victory itself 
in your hands, the greater honour and praise will 
be yours, if leaving aside all these, you embrace the 
common peace. On the contrary, however, if you pursue 
this war, as you affirm has been decreed and resolved upon 
by you, know that you are proclaiming war against the 
Immortal God like the giants, and that you will expose 
yourself to derision and infamy, since you will have to deal 
with Christ Jesus our God and His Holy Church, for whose 
honour and the defence of Ferrara we shall be aiding with 
all our powers divine and human. You will have to 
deal likewise with the other potentates of Italy, who 
will not suffer the Church of God and Italy herself to be 
weakened by you. You have an unjust cause, an unlawful 
war, you fight against God and men, We, on the contrary, 
maintain justice. Our cause is that of Christ, whose place 
we, however unworthy, hold upon earth. You have roused 
up all Italy into a flame against you. Therefore, unless 
you desist from so great a crime and restore the places 
you have occupied, you will become an object of derision 
and even hatred to all Christians, nay, even to God Him- 
self, for all will say truly that you are the occupier of 
another's property rather than the defender of your own. 
Remember, beloved son, that Lucifer had a sublimity, a 
dignity, and an excellency beyond all the angels before his 
fall, but when elated with pride he wished to be exalted, 
he was humiliated and thrust down even into the depth of 
the abyss. Call to mind the word of our Saviour, " It is 
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hard for thee to kick against the pricks." Remember the 
Letteis Apostolic by which before Easter those are 
expressly excommunicated, interdicted, and anathematized 
who are striving to occupy our city of Ferrara. See for 
yourself whether you have subjected yourself to these 
penalties, and cease to calumniate us concerning a treaty 
deserted or a licence granted. No one knows these things 
better than you. You never moved in this war with our 
permission and consent, or, as you assert, with our know- 
ledge, or at our persuasion, or at our instigation ; nay, 
rather against our judgment and desire, and without our 
knowledge. Neither can it enter into the mind of any 
man that we wished to yield up the property of the 
Roman Church to be pillaged by your arms. Do not 
boastingly say that you hold victory in your hands ; 
for Immortal God alone gives this and takes it away, 
whose cause is concerned. From which it appears that 
it may easily happen that you who seem to have con- 
quered may in a short time be seen to have lost, and may 
be compelled to retrace your steps as far as you have 
advanced. But if you prosecute this war, doubt not that 
a joyful victory with Christ and His Spouse will quickly 
come to us. Wherefore, beloved son, again and again we 
exhort, require, and admonish you in the Lord that you 
lay aside these vain thoughts, restrain unbridled desires, 
withdraw your arms, set Ferrara free, restore the castles 
which you have captured, leave every one in tranquil 
possession of what is his own, and embrace the peace of 
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Italy. And thus you may consult your own welfare and 
the tranquillity of the whole of Italy. Otherwise we shall 
not any further conceal that we shall proceed against you 
with spiritual and temporal arms, as shall to us seem 
expedient, and as justice shall persuade. For that lust of 
domination in j ou is not to be borne ; it is too inhuman, 
too irreligious, and too unlike a Christian, especially 
when it is exhibited towards Christ and His Vicar. We 
therefore wish for public peace in Italy, that we may at 
the same time guard against the injuries of wars, and at the 
same time restore all men to tranquillity, and with the 
united strength of the Christian Commonweal take counsel 
against our most fierce enemies. 

Given at Rome in MCCCCLXXXII, XVII Cal. Martii. 



Copy of a letter from the most Illustrious 
Venetian Republic to our most Holy Lord 
Sixtus IV., BY Divine Providence Pontiff. 
We have steadfastly read and modestly what Your 
Holiness advises and counsels in your letter. Whatever 
you have done, after violating the terms of our treaty, and 
neglecting both our ancient and recent services to the 
Apostolic See, we submit to with a cheerful mind. If the 
power of loosing and binding is granted to you, even in a 
matter of this kind, it is sufficient for us that it has 
happened through no fault of our own, that you deserted us 
who with our money, our army and fleet routed that viper 
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whom you have lately received into your bosom, which 
then assailed you ; neither have we been wanting to 
you in our resources, in order that we might defend 
you and the Apostolic See, to our own great incon- 
venience and danger. You cannot charge us with wiles, 
perfidy, or collusion, all which if (as we expect) you will 
discover in your reconciled friends, you will not think 
that you are experiencing anything new, who of your 
own accord have fallen into those snares out of which you 
had escaped. So far as we are concerned, if you think it is 
right for you, since you are God's Vicegerent on earth, 
that the obligations of a solemn treaty and peace should be 
violated, we ask you that, although you may be unwilling, 
we may be able to defend the Empire, partly acquired by 
our ancestors and partly by ourselves, with due regard to 
the dignity of our Republic. With us nothing has been 
more highly valued than peace, which has always cherished 
and increased our liberty, no less than war ; neither have 
our ancestors, nor have we ever entered upon a war, except 
in order that by that means we might lay the foundations of 
peace. Lately we have fought not with the desire of 
extending our rule, but for the defence of our liberty, with 
yourself for our leader and adviser ; in which thing if you 
desert us, neglecting the obligation of the peace agreed 
upon between us, we do not see on what grounds you 
advise us to peace, who now by a feigned asseveration 
disturb the obligations of peace. Since you wish this to 
be granted tp Your Holiness, we accept it with a contented 
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mind, provided only that you do not deny that our 
labours, our resources, and the lives of our citizens, even 
against your will, were due to our liberty and our dignity. 
But finally, on account of our respect for Your Holiness 
which we have observed without blemish, even when 
deserted by you, we praise the counsel for a peace, in which 
neither inconstancy, nor deceit, nor perfidy should be 
employed, which should not impair the dignity of our 
Republic, which finally, we should grant rather than accept. 
Most of all, we call our best God to witness in that 
daily prayer — grant us Thy peace in our days, and repel 
all iniquity from Thy Church — ive commend ourselves and 
the Apostolic See. and the Church delivered to your keep- 
ing, to Your Holiness ; that no tumults may spring up 
among the faithful, and that no occasion may be given to 
the Barbarians for exercising their rage against Christians, 
and for occupying Italy during this your Pontificate, All 
which things we see close at hand, and as far as we are con- 
cerned, and shall bear them with the less uneasiness, as 
from these causes we shall be more readily permitted 
to defend the constitution of our Republic. May the great 
and omnipotent God grant to Your Holiness by word and 
example to benefit those over whom you are set, and dis- 
pose of all things according to His direction. We who 
have been occupied now for so many years in defence of 
the Christian Faith, and accustomed to the most trouble- 
some wars, have not hesitated to devote our resources, 
both public and private ; and we shall in future do 
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the same, all the more strenuously, as the matter will be 
more peculiar to ourselves ; we shall repel force by force, 
we shall overthrow wealth with wealth, and we shall oppose 
crime to crime, if it cannot otherwise be done. You may 
promise so much from us to the Apostolic See, as slavery 
itself, and as much as it shall be lawful to perform, with due 
regard to the dignity of the Venetian Senate. 



Here end the six most elegant Epistles ; of which 
three were written by the Supreme PontiflF Sixtus the 
Fourth and the Sacred College of Cardinals to the most 
Illustrious Doge of Venice, John Mocenigo, and as many 
by the aforesaid Doge to the aforesaid Pope and Cardinals, 
on the subject of the Ferrarese War ; printed by William 
Caxton, and diligently revised by Peter Carmelianus, Poet 
Laureate, in Westminster. 

If eloquence you love these letters buy, 
Which e'en with Marcus Cicero may vie ; 
Those writings ought to please the cultured mind 
In which a copious flow of wit we find.* 



* Here follows the " Interpretacio magnarum litteranim punctuatanim, 
parvarumque " ; being an eicplanation of the contractions made use of in the Latin 



text 

THE END. 
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